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Direction of Long-Term Care Policy for the Elderly in Japan

Hiroyuki MATSUOKA

The need for long-term care will expand considerably as the elderly population grows and
the incidence of disabiliy and chronic illness is even higher among the elderly than among
younger age groups and particularly high among the oldest old. There is increasing interest
in non-institutional alternatives for the provision of long-term care. In some countries, such
as Denmark and Sweden, home and community-based care networks are already well
developed whereas in others, such as the United States, much heavier use is made of
institutional care. In this article, we examine the direction of long-term care policy for the

elderly in Japan.
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