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A Review of the Intellectual Property High Court Reasoning in the “Kitakata Ramen” Trademark Case.
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Abstract
This article explores a case law relating to an application for regional collective trademark registration of the”Kitakata-Ramen”.
Plaintiff, an association being consisted of more than 40 Ramen restaurants in Kitakata city, filed a complaint to the Intellectual
Property High Court for dismiss of the decision by the Japanese Patent Office to refuse the registration. Court upheld the decision
by the Patent Office claiming that the association was not qualified to obtain the “Kitakata-Ramen” trademark since the said
trademark does not indicate the services, among consumers, pertaining to the business of the association or its members. Author

supports Court for the judgement but argues that its reasoning should be reconsidered based on the “One Source” theory of

trademark.
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