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Al-Manarists on Politico-religious “Reform”

by Yasushi KOSUGI

The emergence in the political scene of the movements for Islamic revival
since the 1970s is simply a recent manifestation of the movements which began
toward the end of the last century. Al-Manarists contributed to the movements
by establishing “Islamic reform” thought and theorizing its doctrines.

“Islamic reform” cannot be understood as a religious reform in the ordinary
sense, since there was an insistence on the comprehensive nature of Islam, which
encompasses all the domains of a society; therefore the reform is one which must
penetrate all the aspects of the society, state and politics coming at the top of the
list. Hence the severe attack of the al-Manarists on Al-Tslam wa "Usal al-Hukm
(1925) by ‘Al ‘Abd ar-Raziq, who tried to theorize Islam as a purely spiritual
religion. Since al-Manarists saw that the reform should culminate in the political
unity of the Islamic Community, tremendous efforts were spent to overcome the
factionalism of traditional legal schools and the like.

Dialogue between the reformer and the traditionalist, which appeared
serialized in al-Manar in 1900 —1902, was the first work to elaborate the basic
ideas of “Islamic reform” . This work has not received due scholarly attention,
and has never been studied in Japan. Most important areas of discussion in the

work are: the three. Firstly, denial of blind imitation and assertion of the right

151



Al-Manarists on Politico-religious “Reform”

of Ijtihad(independent judgement) in Islamic Law. (This is not the same as the
so-called re-opening of the gate of Ijtihad.) Secondly, denial of attachment to
specific legal schools(madhhab) in order to bring political unity based on the
essential Islam, political unity being the only way to overcome the colonization
of the Islamic world. Thirdly, denial of the social dualism of the knowlegeable
and the ignorant and emphasis on a dual attitude for every individual, that is, the
obligation to be knowlegeable on the essentials and to make voluntary efforts
according to one’s own capability on the non-essentials. The whole endeavour of
al-Manarists was to distinguish between what is essential and what is not, so that
unity will be manifested by those who rely on the essential Islam, not on the

various deviations. This was the reform they sought.

152



