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ABSTRACT

Scotland went through profound changes between 1746 and 1830, whether measured in terms
of urbanisation, industrialisation, economic growth or national identity. The 1746 defeat of
the last Jacobite rebellion brought political stability to the country and an ‘age of
improvement’ began. However, the relationship between the Hanoverian monarchy and this
process of change in Scotland has received remarkably little scholarly attention, except for
George 1V’s 1822 visit to Edinburgh. That visit is represented in historiography as
occasioning the birth of a newly fashioned, ‘invented” Scottish national identity entirely due
to Sir Walter Scott’s stage-management of the occasion’s set pieces. The thesis questions
whether such accounts overlook the Hanoverian monarchy’s contribution to how Scots at
every level of society imagined their loyalty and national identity. The long absence of the
monarch from Scottish territory may have obscured the agency of the monarchy over time,
leading to historiographical emphasis on the causal impact of George IV’s visit. The thesis
asserts an alternative interpretation, framing the visit as evidential of a change over time.
Without denying the 1822 visit had a consolidating impact on national identity, the thesis
poses the research question: what evidence exists of a the ‘presence’ of the Hanoverian
monarchy in the lives of Scots over a longer period? Employing scholarship on monarchy,
dynasty and nationhood, the thesis considers the monarchy and aristocracy as a unitary ruling
regime in Scotland. The thesis introduces the concept of ‘imagined monarchy’ to present
research on the ways in which the Hanoverian monarchy was manifest in Scottish affairs,
even though the monarch was absent for almost the entire period. The concept enables
assessment of the aggregate impact of these manifestations on Scottish national identity,

contributing to scholarship on the Hanoverian monarchy and on Scottish history.
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INTRODUCTION

Imagined Monarchy

Of the Association of Ideas: It is evident, that there is a principle of connexion between different
thoughts or ideas of the mind, and that, in their appearance to the memory or imagination, they
introduce each other with a certain degree of method and regularity.

David Hume, An Enquiry concerning Human Understanding (1748).1

This thesis offers a cultural history of the Hanoverian monarchy’s role in the evolution of
Scottish national identity from 1746 to 1830. Apart from George IV (1762-1830) — and in
his case solely for his two-week visit to Edinburgh in 1822 — Hanoverian monarchs receive
little attention from modern historians of Scotland. With regularity the 1822 visit is treated as
anomalous — ‘one and twenty daft days’ prompting a spurious national epiphany through the
‘invention’ of Sir Walter Scott.? Episodic accounts of the visit in the historiography
inevitably abridge history, eliding deeper currents and forces at work over the longue durée.
It is intriguing that works of Scottish history neglect the Hanoverian monarchs in much the
same way as works on the Hanoverian kings neglect Scotland. These mirror-image omissions
imply — perhaps unconsciously — that the subject of ‘Hanoverian monarchy and Scotland’
only exists for the two short periods when senior royal and king respectively were on Scottish
territory.® By contrast, this thesis sets out to demonstrate that the Hanoverian monarchy was
experienced and imagined by people in Scotland in a variety of ways, by means of a complex
of inter-related images, associations and interactions. This is what is meant by the concept of

‘imagined monarchy’.

! David Hume, An Enquiry concerning Human Understanding (London, 1748; rev. 1777), 23. Hume argued
there are three principles of connection among ideas, namely, Resemblance, Contiguity in time or place, and
Cause or Effect.

2 Subtitle of John Prebble, The King’s Jaunt: George IV in Scotland, 1822 ‘One and twenty daft days’ (London,
1988); Hugh Trevor-Roper, ‘The Invention of Tradition: The Highland Tradition of Scotland’, in Eric
Hobsbawm and Terence Ranger, eds., The Invention of Tradition (Cambridge 1983), 15-42; Hugh Trevor-
Roper, The Invention of Scotland: Myth and History (London, 2009), 212-36; T.M. Devine, The Scottish
Nation: A Modern History (London, 2012), 234-6; Viccy Coltman, ‘The Monarch in the Metropolis’, ch. 5 of
her Art and Identity in Scotland: A Cultural History from the Jacobite Rising of 1745 to Walter Scott
(Cambridge, 2019), 178-219. This ‘invention’ interpretation endures despite ripostes from Scottish historians,
such as Murray Pittock, ‘Plaiding the Invention of Scotland’ in lan Brown, ed., Scottish Culture, History and
Myth (Edinburgh, 2010), 32-47.

3 Prince William, Duke of Cumberland, from January to July 1746, and George IV, for two weeks in August
1822,



Imagined monarchy as a concept begins with the premise that the Hanoverian monarchy
could have influenced how people thought about themselves and Scotland despite the king
and royal court being absent from Scottish territory. Monarchy could be imagined through a
complex of images, associations and interactions shared across the community. Examples of
‘images’ might range from a mezzotint of the king, to the royal coat of arms on a building, to
the king’s profile on a coin or banknote. ‘Associations’ in this context denotes any person or
thing that prompted an idea of monarchy, such as a soldier’s red coat, celebrations marking
the king’s birthday, or the reading of a Royal Proclamation. “Interactions’ could take the form
of an encounter with the king, or member of the royal family, or an exchange with an
aristocrat close to the king, or simply witnessing an occasion when the king was present.
‘Imagined monarchy’ is intended to capture and aggregate the full range and granular detail
of this complex of connections linking people to monarchy. Monarchy’s very absence from
Scotland may have made these images, associations, and interactions all the more

conspicuous and meaningful in a nation with no royal presence on its territory.

Scotland’s history was particularly rich in its associations with monarchy, and a civil war had
just been fought in 1745-6 over who was the rightful king. For centuries, monarchy, the
church and the law were pillars of Scottish identity. David Hume (1711-76) was celebrated as
both a historian and a philosopher. As a historian, he explained English and Scottish history
through the narrative of the reigns of kings and queens. As a philosopher, Hume referred to
the mental process of associating ideas as ‘imagination’. Something of this nature is implicit
in imagined monarchy as it relates to Scottish national identity; that is, the monarchy and
Scotland as ideas were connected by ‘imagination’ in the minds of the people of Scotland.
Since the Declaration of Arbroath in 1320, the monarchy had been explicitly linked to
conceptions of Scottish nationhood. The Stuart dynasty and Jacobite rebellions are so
closely associated with Scotland and events on Scottish territory that it is unsurprising these
subjects have received so much more attention in Scottish historiography than the Hanoverian
monarchy. With some scholarship now turning to the role of wider British historical trends in

4 Christopher A. Whatley, ‘Industrialising Scotland and the nation: nationalism, liberty and independence’ in
K.P. Muller, ed., Scotland and Arbroath 1320-2020: 700 Years of fighting for freedom, sovereignty and
independence (Berlin, 2020), 267-88; Murray Pittock, ‘“The Declaration of Arbroath in Scottish political
thought, 1689-1789’ in Muller, Declaration, 165-80; Karin Bowie, ‘Popular or Parliamentary Sovereignty?
National Opinion and the Declaration of Arbroath on the Eve of Union’, Scottish Historical Review, 101 (2022),
475-90; Michael Penman, ‘The Declaration of Arbroath: Georgian Editions, Libraries and Readers, and
Scotland’s “Radical War” of 1820, Scottish Historical Review, 101 (2022), 491-511.



Scotland’s history, it seems timely to examine Hanoverian monarchy in a Scottish context.
Since the Georgian kings and royal family were largely absent from Scottish territory, such a
study requires an approach that captures all the instances in which monarchy was present in
people’s lives in Scotland. These instances ranged from the ‘magnificent monarchy’ of a
royal visit, to the ‘munificent monarchy’ of royal patronage, to the *‘mundane monarchy’ of a
royal cipher on a document. A study of this nature is worthwhile because it adds to a more
complete understanding of the role monarchy continued to play in Scottish national identity
after the Jacobite defeat at Culloden. Specifically, it demonstrates that the Hanoverian
monarchy was imagined by many people in Scotland as ‘their’ national monarchy, and not as

a remote English or German institution.

Historiographical context

Discussion of the scholarship relevant to this thesis begins with general theories on national
identity and monarchy. Two works on national identity, and two on monarchy, have provided
inspiration for the idea of imagined monarchy. Benedict Anderson’s Imagined Communities
inspired the ‘imagined” dimension.® Anthony D. Smith’s The Nation in History and
Nationalism stressed the importance of a longue-durée perspective in studying the evolution
of national identity through continual ‘ethno-symbolic reconstruction’.® On monarchy, Jeroen
Duindam’s Dynasties brings out the functional characteristics of kingship and aristocracy as a
unitary order.” Finally, in describing the characteristics of composite monarchy, J.H. Elliott’s
seminal 1992 Past and Present article is a useful point of reference because Scotland — with
its separate legal system and established church — retained features akin to those of
composite monarchy after its 1707 incorporation within Great Britain.®

> Benedict Anderson, Imagined Communities: Reflections on the Origin and Spread of Nationalism (London,
1983).

& Anthony D. Smith, The Nation in History: Historiographical Debates about Ethnicity and Nationalism
(Lebanon, NH, 2000) and his Nationalism: Theory, ldeology, History (Cambridge, 2010 [1st edn 2001]). Also,
Anthony D. Smith, The Ethnic Origin of Nations (Oxford, 1998 [1st edn.1986]); idem, The Nation Made Real:
Art and National Identity in Western Europe (Oxford, 2013).

7 Jeroen Duindam, Dynasties: A Global History of Power, 1300-1800 (Cambridge, 2016), and his Dynasty: A
Very Short Introduction (Oxford, 2019). Also, Jeroen Duindam, ‘A Plea for Global Comparison: Redefining
Dynasty’, Past and Present, Supplement 14 (2019), 318-47.

8 J.H. Elliott, ‘A Europe of Composite Monarchies’, Past and Present, 137 (Nov. 1992), 48-71. Also, Charlotte
Backerra, ‘Personal unions, composite monarchy and ‘multiple rule’ in Elena Woodacre et al, eds, The
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Anderson introduced the idea of a nation as an imagined political community whose
members may never meet, yet in their minds share an identity.® Anderson’s was a theory of
nationalism, in which the nation and nationhood were conceived as relatively modern
historical phenomena, if not entirely nineteenth-century in origin.° Nevertheless, the idea of
members of a community defining themselves as a nation through a combination of shared
experiences appears as applicable to the period of this study. That imagining monarchy was
one such shared experience seems a reasonable hypothesis. Smith agreed that some nations
were essentially modern phenomena, while others have older roots pre-dating modern
ideological nationalism, being rooted in kinship, religion and ethnicity.* Smith contemplated
a gradual and indeterminate transition from these older bonds to nationhood. Anderson
emphasised the shared experience of print culture in his theory of modern nationalism,
whereas Smith’s theory of nationhood was based on a continuous process of reproduction and
reinterpretation of symbols, values, myths, memories and traditions. Scotland’s monarchy
was one of the oldest in Europe and, in a Scottish context, the Hanoverian succession could
be understood as a stage in a continuous process going back much earlier than Anderson’s
nationalism. The value of Anderson for this study is his insight into the role of shared
experience across a community, shaping conceptions of the parameters of that community.
This study extends its account beyond Anderson’s focus on print to consider other forms of

shared experience associated with monarchy.

Duindam set out the generic characteristics of dynastic rule through a sequence of
relationships: from ruler in the centre, to close relatives, to court and royal household, and to
an outer circle of royal and state appointees.? From the point of view of this thesis,
Duindam’s analysis of dynasty establishes the multiple ways in which monarchy and
aristocracy were manifest in a kingdom and how these operated in aggregate to identify the
king as the ‘high centre’ of nationhood.*® Duindam’s approach was designed to illuminate

how specific national royal courts and rulers fit into a generic framework for understanding

9 Anderson, Imagined Communities, 6.

10 Anderson, who drew upon Asian as well as European history, seems to have regarded the historical era of
monarchical rule as essentially coterminous with widespread belief in the divine right of kings, and for him
nationalism emerged to replace (and as a reaction against) monarchy. This thesis defines dynasty (including
monarchy) as based on hereditary legitimacy, whether secular or sacred (or a blend of both), meaning it could
survive loss of faith in divine rule.

11 Smith, Ethnic Origins of Nations, 20-46.

12 Duindam, Dynasties, 1-7.

13 “High centre’ in this thesis means supreme in legal, social, or cultural terms.



dynastic power. His key insight for this thesis is that monarchy and aristocracy should be
considered as a single dynastic regime based on the principle of hereditary succession;
therefore, expanding the definition of monarchy to extend beyond immediate family, to
include co-dependant aristocracy. 14 A further strength of Duindam’s work which informs
this thesis is that it encourages framing the British Hanoverian royal house as operating
within the broader network of pan-national European royal dynasties. Not all aspects of his
approach have won universal approval, not least because he draws on global examples from
over five hundred years, which some see as resulting in a homogenizing and ‘top down’
analysis of heterogenous political systems. Nevertheless, Duindam’s approach is particularly
applicable to Scotland where aristocratic control was based not only on political, economic
and landowning hegemony, but also on clanship loyalties. Clan chiefs and chieftains were
dynasties based on primogeniture, and clan membership arose from extensive bonds of

kinship and fictive kinship, often with a shared surname.

Elliott’s discussion of composite monarchy is useful in that it provides an adaptable
framework for exploring patronage and connections with monarchy at a distance which were
key to how the Hanoverian monarchy functioned in Scotland. Elliott identified different types
of composite monarchy, beginning with composite states separated by other states or by sea
and contiguous composite states sharing a common land border, such as Scotland and
England.® He distinguished ‘accessory’ union, where one kingdom becomes part of another
under the same laws, from aeque principaliter union, under which the constituent kingdoms
continue to be treated as distinct entities. Elliott identified the “mutual compact’ between king
and dynastic elites as essential to the integration of the incorporated kingdom. Since the
absence of the king and royal court from an incorporated territory was unavoidable,
patronage was critical to winning and retaining the loyalty of the dynastic ranks of the
incorporated state or province. Those dynastic magnates continued to enjoy pre-existing
hegemony, but composite monarchy opened up opportunities for advancement within a wider
sphere. Post-1707 Scotland was a hybrid of Elliott’s ‘accessory’ and ‘aeque principaliter’
unions: crown and parliament were sovereign, but Scotland’s legal system was to remain
separate. ‘“North Britain’ had to be constructed on this hybrid foundation. In terms of Scottish

identity, the Stuart kings in the early modern period have been the focus of scholarship on

14 “Dynastic regime” will be used in this sense throughout the thesis.
15 J.H. Elliott, ‘Composite Monarchies’ 50-4.



composite or multiple monarchy.*® However, discussions of composite monarchy point the
way to examining how connections and patronage flowed from the king through the Scottish

aristocracy in the period of this study.

Aside from inspiration drawn from these four key authors, there is, of course, much else that
is germane in the rich literature on nationhood and monarchy. Smith’s theory of nationhood
stresses the significance of older, continuous ethnic ideas and groups in the formation of
nations. Hugh Seton-Watson went further, writing that Scotland emerged as a nation at the
time of Robert the Bruce (1274-1329). He maintained that the single most important agency
in bringing this about was monarchy, rooting Scottish national homogeneity in law and
custom more than ethnic or linguistic factors.” J.C.D. Clark argued that, in the pre-
revolutionary age, the most effective ‘intellectual matrix’ in which to view peoples’
awareness of their nationhood is a dynastic one, where the chief components were law and
religion’.*8 This approach is clearly helpful in developing a study of Scottish national identity
from the perspective of monarchy. Eric Hobsbawm’s influential publications, both The
Invention of Tradition, which he edited with Terence Ranger, and his Nations and
Nationalism, are also relevant.® Hobsbawm wrote that nationhood is constructed essentially
from “above’, but also has to be considered from ‘below’ in terms of the assumptions,
aspirations and interests of ordinary people.?° He defined ‘invented tradition’ as a set of
practices designed — from ‘above’— to inculcate certain norms which carry with them a
sense of continuity with the past.2! His warning that it is difficult for historians to know what
went on in the minds of ordinary people in response to messaging from above identifies one
of the challenges for this study.?? With that caveat, associations and meanings flowing
between the dynastic regime (monarchy and aristocracy) ‘above’ and people ‘below’ are what
will be investigated in this thesis. Dynasty by its very nature as a system of hereditary

succession is ideally placed to represent continuity with what went before. Hobsbawm’s was

16 Bowie, ‘“Legal Limited Monarchy™’; Mason, ‘Debating Britain’; idem, ‘1603".

17 Hugh Seton-Watson, Nations and States: An Enquiry into the Origins of Nations and the Politics of
Nationalism (Oxford, 1977), 26.

18 3.C.D. Clark, ‘Protestantism, Nationalism and National Identity’, Historical Journal, 43 (2000), 249-76 (251).
19 Hobsbawm and Ranger, eds, The Invention of Tradition (Cambridge, 1992); Eric Hobsbawm, Nations and
nationalism since 1780: Programme, myth and reality (Cambridge, 1992 [1st edn 1990]). Hugh Trevor Roper’s
contribution to Hobshawm and Ranger, eds, Invention of Tradition, and his posthumously published Invention
of Scotland, are discussed in Chapter 6: Myth.

20 Hobsbawm, Nations, 10.

21 Eric Hobsbawm, ‘Introduction: Inventing Traditions’ in Hobsbawm and Ranger, eds, Invention of Tradition,
1.
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a modernist theory of nationalism, but these observations seemed equally applicable to the

mid-eighteenth century.

Moving from general theories of nationhood to scholarship specifically focused on Britain,
Linda Colley’s Britons is an important work for this thesis. While Colley acknowledged
Anderson and Hobsbawm as “invaluable’, her approach is nevertheless Britain-specific, with
a central thesis that British identity was founded on Protestantism, mercantilism, war and
empire.? Some reservations have been expressed by historians against too simplistic an
equation between Protestantism and British national identity.?* However, from the
Reformation onwards, Protestantism — or rather Presbyterianism — was increasingly
important to Scottish national identity and to the relationship between the Hanoverian
monarchy and the Scots. Britons’ thematic approach influenced the structure of this thesis,
and Colley devotes a whole chapter to the influence of monarchy on national identity. In a
chapter entitled ‘Peripheries’, she discusses Scotophobia and John Wilkes (1725-97). Colley
was less concerned with Scottish (English, Irish and Welsh) identities existing in parallel with
British identity. However, her recognition of the part played by the ideas of Frederick, Prince
of Wales in shaping George 111’s thought and taste for neo-classicism in architecture,
suggested routes for research. Another feature of monarchy highlighted by Colley was
‘ubiquity’, which aligns with the intention of the thesis to examine the granular detail of
‘mundane’ monarchy in people’s lives.?® Also with a British perspective, John Cannon’s
Aristocratic Century, in which he analysed the peerage, informed my research into the
Scottish dynastic regime.?® Cannon began his study with the observation that kings were well
aware that monarchy as an institution could not survive any collapse of respect for the
nobility. His detailed analysis of the peerage, using statistics and tables to assess its
intellectual, political, and social impact, and including a brief discussion of the Scottish
representative peers, encouraged me to make the Scottish peerage a key field of enquiry. John
Brewer’s pioneering Sinews of Power is instructive with its discussion of the links between

aristocracy, the British state and military.2” Stephen Conway’s work on the similarities,

2 Linda Colley, Britons: Forging the Nation 1707-1837 (New Haven and London, 1992); idem, Acts of Union
and Disunion (London, 2014).

2 Tony Claydon and lan McBride, ‘The trials of the chosen peoples: recent interpretations of protestant and
national identity in Britain and Ireland’, in Tony Claydon and lan McBride, eds, Protestantism and National
Identity: Britain and Ireland c. 1650-c. 1850 (Cambridge, 1988), 3-29.

% Colley, Britons, 107, 199, 241, and her ‘The Apotheosis of George I1l: Loyalty, Royalty and the British
Nation 1760-1820, Past and Present, 102 (1994), 94-129.

26 John Cannon, Aristocratic Century: The peerage of eighteenth-century England (Cambridge, 1984).

27 John Brewer, The Sinews of Power: War, Money and the English State, 1688-1783 (London, 1988).



connections and identities between Britain and Europe offered a different but complementary
perspective.?® Rather than focusing on what is exceptional about Britain, Conway highlights
a European perspective that resonates with both Scotland’s distinctive relationship with
Europe and the Hanoverian monarchy’s identity as a European royal house.

Important insights on the history of Scottish and *North British’ identity have been
contributed among others by N.T. Philipson, T C. Smout, T.M. Devine, Colin Kidd, Murray
Pittock, Christopher Whatley, Bruce Lenman, Alan Macinnes and Bob Harris.?® All have
influenced the cultural turn in Scottish historical studies, within which there is a well-
developed body of work on print, material and oral cultures, as well as environmental, urban
and rural history. Certain subjects have understandably occupied historians of Scotland
during the long eighteenth century, including Enlightenment, Jacobitism, ‘improvement’,
industrialisation, capitalism, urbanisation, militarisation, demography and politics.
Hanoverian monarchy has rarely been discussed despite its potential relevance. Just one book
has focused on Hanoverian monarchy and Scotland, and this a work of popular history: John
Prebble’s The King’s Jaunt (first published in 1988 and still in print), a chronological account
of George 1V’s visit. Prebble’s book is an example of what could be called a fixation on
George 1V’s visit as the single Hanoverian contribution to national identity in Scotland. It has
been asserted that the visit was responsible for a new Scottish identity.3® Although one would
not expect all historians to discuss monarchy, it is nonetheless worth observing just how rare
references to Hanoverian monarchs are in histories of Scotland. For example, Devine’s
Scottish Nation contains no index reference to George Ill, the longest reigning king in British

history.3!

28 Stephen Conway, Britain, Ireland, & Continental Europe in the Eighteenth Century: Similarities,
Connections, Identities (Oxford, 2011).

29 N.T. Phillipson, ‘Nationalism and Ideology’, in J.N. Wolfe, ed., Government and Nationalism in Scotland
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idem, Union and Unionism: Political Thought in Scotland, 1500-2000 (Cambridge, 2008), 81-133, idem, ‘North
Britishness and the nature of eighteenth-century British patriotisms’, Historical Journal, 39 (1996), 361-82;
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Nation: A Modern History (London, 2012); Christopher A. Whatley, The Scots and the Union (Edinburgh,
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Clanship, commerce and the House of Stuart, 1603-1788 (Edinburgh, 2022); Neil Mcintyre and Alison
Cathcart, eds, Scotland and the Wider World: Essays in honour of Allan Macinnes (Woodbridge, 2022); Brent
S. Sirota and Alan Macinnes, eds, The Hanoverian Succession and the Wider World (Woodbridge, 2019).
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However, there are clear indications in Scottish historical literature of possible approaches to
exploring imagined monarchy in Scotland. Pathways identified in the Scottish literature begin
with T. C. Smout’s model of concentric Scottish identities of family, clan, locality, nation,
state and empire. Smout’s work illuminates how these different identities interacted and
pointed to the nobility as a bridge linking locality with monarchy.32 Pittock has discussed
monarchy in terms of the Jacobite Stuart royal house being a dominant source of Scottish
identity. 3 That raises a key question for this study: whether and how Stuart identity was
transferred and incorporated into a Hanoverian-based Scottish identity. Pittock queries
Colley’s narrative of a unified British identity, arguing that such a teleological narrative of
British national identity obscures differences of identity within Britain and Ireland.3*
Pittock’s most recent work, a general history of Scotland, also offers useful discussions on
the Scots nobility, sovereignty, the Highland-Lowland distinction, and the history of tartan’s
development as a national signifier.* Bruce Webster’s discussion of medieval Scotland
attributes to that period an emergence of a Scottish nationhood founded upon monarchy and
the church.*® One question for this thesis is to what extent the Hanoverian monarchy
continued to represent this source of national identity. Christopher Whatley’s focus is on
economic, social and political Scottish history and his book, The Scots and the Union, is a
revisionist analysis of the process and effect on Scotland of the Act of Union.3” He has also
written about the king’s birthday celebrations in Scotland, and on the usefulness of the early
political novelists as a primary source in cultural history. Harris, like Whatley, has studied
celebration of royal birthdays in Scotland.3 He has also written on Scots in Westminster and
Scottish urban development in the later Georgian period, themes that are important in this

thesis for their links to the dynastic regime.

32 Smout, ‘Perspectives’, 103.

33 pittock, Inventing and Resisting; idem, , Celtic Identity.

3 pittock, Inventing and Resisting, 6.

35 Murray Pittock, Scotland: The Global History 1603 to the Present (London, 2022), 27-149, 226-30.
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Colin Kidd has focused on the creation of an *‘Anglo-British’ identity and Scottish Whig
historians in the period 1689 to 1830, a subject to which we will return later in this thesis.
He suggests there was a ‘subverting’ of Scotland’s pre-1707 history by the substitution of an
Anglo-British (English) constitutionalism of liberty and property for what went before in
Scotland. He observes that among historians a focus on what is distinctive about Scotland
may have distracted attention from wider historical trends in the rest of Britain as these relate
to Scotland.*° This is very relevant to the subject of the Hanoverian monarchy and to the aims
of this thesis. Kidd’s observation that pride in an ancient Scottish monarchy was at the heart
of Scottish patriotism suggests its continuing importance to Scottish identity.*! He has argued
that Sir Walter Scott epitomised the hybrid ethnic identities of turn-of-the-century Scotland. *?
He has written on the significance of multiple ethnic identities in the early British world, and
this discussion of ethnic identities linked back to Smith and monarchy as an ancient pillar of
Scottish national identity. Richard Sher’s work on the Church of Scotland, Scottish
universities and Scottish book publishing, all in the context of the Scottish Enlightenment,
highlighted the importance of these areas not only in themselves but also for their effect on
Scottish identity.** Alexander Murdoch’s The People Above is an invaluable study to support
research on the governing of Scotland and the distribution of patronage in the mid- and late
eighteenth century.** He emphasises the social contact and the great centres of Scotland’s
high culture, the universities, the church and the law, although there is little discussion of
royal patronage in relation to these institutions and societies. This study hopes to add to
historical debates on Scottish national identity, by highlighting Hanoverian monarchy as a

historical force contributing to that identity.

Tom Nairn’s The Enchanted Glass is a work on monarchy written by a Scot.*® His earlier

Break-up of Britain gave a neo-Marxist materialist account of nationalism (as a generic

% Kidd, “North Britishness’, Subverting and Union and Unionism, passim.

40 Kidd, Union, 1.

41 Kidd, Subverting, 25.
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phenomenon) as the product of capitalism’s uneven development among societies: under-
developed societies respond to their comparative predicament by asserting nationalism.*® For
Nairn, Scotland was an exception to this variety of nationalism in the nineteenth century. He
attributes this to Scotland’s unique position as the mainland neighbour of England, which he
called the original bourgeois state-form.*’ In his analysis, Scotland was an exception in
responding to its relative eighteenth-century under-development, not through nationalism, but
through taking its singular opportunity to fuse with the primal capitalist state of England. The
Enchanted Glass, although a polemic against the institution of monarchy, is noteworthy for
its implicit premise that the British monarchy is a historical phenomenon worthy of serious
scholarship. He argued that the myth of monarchy was employed to support a national-
popular identity and, by the time of George IV’s visit, a spurious ‘glamour’ was the only way
monarchy would survive into an industrial society. In relation to the monarchy, substantive

function and “glamour’, and their interdependency, are the subject of this thesis.

Many histories of England incorporate episodes of Scottish history perceived to be part of
England’s story. As David Hume (1711-76) and Thomas Babington Macaulay (1800-1859)
demonstrated, it is impossible to write a history of England without digressions into Scottish
affairs.*® Modern historians deal with this in different ways, with “four nations’ methodology
well established, following the “British turn’ initiated by John Pocock.*® As Patrick O’Leary
observes, contributors to The New Oxford History of England have taken different
approaches from each other, some with separate chapters for Scottish, Welsh and Irish
material, and others mentioning Scotland integrated within the text.%° The anthology Four
Nations Approaches to Modern “British’ History provides a summation of “four nations’
scholarship, highlighting as a trend a greater questioning in specific fields around whether
England, Scotland, Ireland, and Wales shared British history and identity.®* Such a
movement places emphasis on interactions rather than assuming integration. For the present

study the relevance is that the legitimacy of the Hanoverian succession and its consolidation
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in Scotland was a process in part shared with the rest of Britain and in part distinctive to
Scotland.

Methodology and Sources

This thesis aims to assemble evidence of the Hanoverian monarchy’s presence in the lives of
later Hanoverian Scots through images, associations, and interactions. A key aspect of the
research was in-person explorations of sites and environments across Scotland, from
Abbotsford in the Borders to Inveraray on the west coast, to Fort George on the Moray Firth,
in order to identify material evidence of this presence. Amongst the planned towns I visited
were Fochabers in Moray, and Cromarty in Ross and Cromarty, and ‘new’ churches included
St Clement’s in Dingwall, Ross-shire, and St Andrew’s and St George’s West Church,
Edinburgh. Archival research was carried out at the Royal Archives at Windsor Castle prior
to the Covid lockdown, and | have since used the catalogues and digitized manuscript
materials available online through the collaboration between the Royal Archives and the
Georgian Papers Programme. Other key archives were those at Inveraray Castle, the National
War Museum in Edinburgh, the City Archives in Edinburgh and the Cumberland Papers at
National Museum of Scotland. Due to the research period coinciding with the Covid
lockdown, extensive research was carried out using online resources, including the digitized
records of the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland, and the digitized version of the
Statistical Account of Scotland hosted by 