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II. Finds Reported under the Portable Antiquities Scheme

By SALLY WORRELL and JOHN PEARCE

INTRODUCTION

The Portable Antiquities Scheme was established in 1997 as an initiative to record archaeological
objects found by members of the general public and was extended to the whole of England and
Wales in 2003.1 Surveys of Roman period finds recorded by the PAS have been published in
Britannia annually since 2004. This tenth report gives an overview of the finds reported in
2012 and of their character and distribution. As in previous reports, descriptions then follow of
significant individual artefacts recorded by Finds Liaison Officers in the year concerned,
selected because of the interest of the iconography and/or their contribution to the
understanding of object type or distribution, in some cases being exceptional items not
previously recorded in the repertoire of small finds from the province or beyond.

OVERVIEW

Almost 25,000 artefacts of Roman date were recorded on the PAS database in 2012, a figure that, as
in previous years, includes finds to which a date has been attributed that spans the late Iron Age and
early Roman period. Table 1 shows the number of Roman non-ceramic artefacts recorded on the
database by county and grouped by PAS region, as well as the two numerically most significant
categories of finds, coins and brooches, and a third category of non-ceramic other finds.2 Like last
year’s report, this abbreviated form of reporting replaces the former scheme, in which all
non-ceramic finds were presented in their functional groupings.3 The reports published for the
years 2003–2010 in which the data were presented according to the former scheme provide a
substantial sample for characterising PAS finds on a regional and provincial basis.

The 2012 finds recorded by the PAS comprise 21,077 objects, excluding ceramics.4 2,950
fragments of Roman pottery were also reported, as well as small quantities of architectural
material (tesserae, wall-plaster and tiles) and ceramic and stone objects, including querns, weights
and sculptural fragments. As in previous years coins are the most common Roman artefact
recorded: the 17,242 individual coin finds recorded in 2012 account for 82 per cent of the total of
metallic finds and include 24 Greek and Roman Provincial coins.5 Roman coins reported this year
take the total number documented by the scheme to c. 144,000, a total that reflects the continuing
impact of the initiative to record large assemblages of Roman coins in toto.6 The regional
distribution of the coins reported this year closely resembles that of previous years, with much

1 S. Worrell, ‘Roman Britain in 2006 II. Finds reported under the Portable Antiquities Scheme’, Britannia 38 (2007),
303.

2 Unlike previous years, many of the objects documented from Norfolk in 2012 have been reported on the PAS
database as well as on the Norfolk Historic Environment Record.

3 S. Worrell and J. Pearce, ‘Roman Britain in 2011 II. Finds reported under the Portable Antiquities Scheme’,
Britannia 43 (2012), 355–7.

4 Coins from hoards are not included in the statistics presented in Table 1. Full publication of hoards is provided
through the Coin Hoards of Roman Britain series and in the annual Treasure report (http://finds.org.uk/treasure). Details
of all hoards are also available on the PAS database. A collaborative project between the British Museum and Leicester
University on third-century A.D. coin hoards from Britain began in 2013 (http://finds.org.uk/news/stories/article/id/244).

5 A selection of the most important coins is published annually in the British Numismatic Journal by S. Moorhead.
6 S. Moorhead and P. Walton, ‘Coins recorded with the Portable Antiquities Scheme: a summary’, Britannia 42

(2011), 432–7; Worrell and Pearce, op. cit. (note 3), 357.

© The Author(s) 2013. Published by The Society for the Promotion of Roman Studies
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TABLE 1. NUMBERS OF NON-CERAMIC ARTEFACTS RECORDED BY THE PAS IN 2012 BY COUNTY
AND TYPE

Coins Brooches Other non-ceramic objects All non-ceramic objects
Wales
Denbigh 0
Pembroke 2 1 3
Wrexham 5 6 1 12
Carmarthen 0
Monmouth 0
Powys 3 2 1 6
Glamorgan 1 1 2
Bridgend 0
Gwynedd 1 1
Newport 0
Swansea 0
Caerphilly 0
Flintshire 1 1 2
Torfaen 0
Cardiff 0
Conwy 0
Anglesey 1 1

England
Northumbd 17 7 18 42
Tyne & Wear 3 2 5
Durham 729 41 8 778
N Yorks. 475 93 85 653
E Yorks. 771 142 72 985
S Yorks. 50 3 53
W Yorks. 74 17 3 94
N Lincs. 190 26 44 260
NE Lincs. 3 4 7
Cleveland 4 1 5
Cumbria 75 6 28 109
Cheshire 99 32 25 156
Lancs. 7 1 8
Merseyside 2 3 5

Lincs. 1261 179 128 1568
Notts. 185 60 25 270
Derbys. 7 4 3 14
Herefs. 37 9 9 55
Shrops. 41 34 18 93
Staffs. 56 39 5 100
W Midlands 1 1
Leics. 764 287 28 1079
Rutland 27 6 4 37
Worcs. 109 25 15 149
Warwicks. 382 72 32 486
Northants. 574 57 47 678

Norfolk 1550 126 124 1800
Suffolk 1974 175 193 2342
Cambs. 823 33 48 904
Essex 388 27 57 472
Beds. 384 45 25 454

Continued
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larger quantities generally being recorded in the eastern and south-eastern counties of England than
in northern and western England and Wales. The high number from County Durham derives in part
from the recording of the large assemblage from the bed of the river Tees at Piercebridge. The 2,182
brooches recorded in 2012 account for c. 10 per cent of all finds in this year, a typical annual
percentage. This sample represents a further increase of c. 12.7 per cent in the total number of
brooches documented by the Scheme, 14,934 having previously been recorded between 2003 and
2011.7 The distribution of brooches recorded in 2012 is also very similar to that already
documented, being concentrated in eastern counties from North Yorkshire to Essex and in some
central southern and south-western counties. The unusually high number from Leicestershire
includes the very many horse-and-rider brooches from the likely temple site at Bosworth Field.8

The 2012 figures illustrate a pattern noted for 2011 and sometimes for preceding years, i.e. that
the general ratio of coins to brooch finds does not apply in all areas. In particular, there is a
significantly higher than average ratio of brooches to coins reported in the counties of the west
and north-west Midlands, especially Cheshire, Staffordshire, Shropshire and Worcestershire,
although the absolute numbers of finds concerned are not large.9 The distribution of the finds
documented by the PAS demonstrates significant and complex regional variation which takes a
very similar form in each year’s statistics and is now established on the basis of a very substantial
sample. While giving significant potential insights into artefact distribution, it is essential to stress
that this distribution must be the product of multiple factors, including not only the nature of
Roman period societies and economies and their uses of coinage and metalwork, especially
personal ornament, but also recent and current farming practice and the activity of metal-detectorists.

TABLE 1. CONTINUED

Coins Brooches Other non-ceramic objects All non-ceramic objects
Herts. 368 28 52 448

Bucks. 596 32 39 667
Oxon. 704 46 54 804
Gt. London 29 4 12 45
Hants. 843 69 52 964
Berks. 113 31 25 169
IOW 315 25 24 364
Surrey 309 15 10 334
W Sussex 181 27 36 244
E Sussex 67 12 11 90
Kent 347 32 38 417

Wilts. 1092 130 135 1357
Glos. 391 82 46 519
Avon 250 32 9 291
Somerset 228 36 24 288
Dorset 210 15 11 236
Devon 76 9 10 95
Cornwall 48 5 3 56
Total 17242 2182 1653 21077

7 Worrell and Pearce, op. cit. (note 3), 357.
8 ibid., 367–8, no. 10.
9 ibid., 357.
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ARTEFACT DESCRIPTIONS

The entries below set out some individual highlights of the past year’s discoveries recorded by the
Finds Liaison Officers.10 Fuller details of the objects can be obtained from the Scheme’s central
office,11 and there are full descriptions of finds on the PAS website: www.finds.org.uk. The
reference number in brackets associated with each record is the PAS identifying find record.12

Three items (Nos 17, 29, 30) were also treated as treasure cases and their Treasure number is
also given in the format of year (2012) and reference number (TXX). The range of objects
presented, which encompasses a considerable iconographic, stylistic and technical diversity, is
as follows: figurines of Mercury, Mars, Cupid, a capricorn, a giant and a rider as well as a
garnet portrait of Socrates; animal figurines (goat and stag); probable military objects including
belt and harness fittings and a hilt guard; personal ornament including a pair of headstud
brooches linked by a chain, plate brooches with complex enamel inlay and zoomorphic
decoration, and rings (one with a coin in its bezel, one with a dextrarum iunctio scene and one
with a phallic motif); household objects including a seal-box with complex enamel inlay,
mounts, handles and terminals with zoomorphic iconography, a vessel escutcheon, a miniature
amphora and two perfume jars (one a complete balsamarium with highly classicising decoration,
the other a panel from a hexagonal enamelled vessel).

DURHAM

(1)Middleton St George (DUR-6579B7) (FIG. 1).13 A copper-alloy figurine in the form of a seated
naked figure, facing forwards, 100.6 mm long, 32.8 mm wide, 18.2 mm thick and weighing 72.1 g.
The object is reasonably well preserved, although there are some breaks and the worn facial features
are difficult to make out. The metal is dark green in colour with areas of corrosion, especially
around the object that the figure carries in its left hand. The nose is the most visible feature on
the round, clean-shaven face. To the back and right side of the head are traces of a distinctive
hairstyle or headgear, perhaps a petasos, but these are too worn to describe closely. Some
modelling of musculature remains visible on the chest and buttocks. The right hand rests on the
right knee, while the left arm holds a rod, perhaps part of a caduceus, against the body from hip
to shoulder. The knees are splayed apart, but the feet of the figure converge. Traces of
attachment are missing, but the figure must have been seated on a now missing support.

The tentative identification of the attributes indicates that this is a seated figure of Mercury,
a rare pose in which to portray the god but met occasionally in various media in Britain.14

Further seated small-scale representations of Mercury in copper alloy are also known from
other provinces.15

10 Throughout the year staff at the British Museum, in particular Ralph Jackson and Richard Hobbs, and Martin Henig
(University of Oxford) have provided invaluable advice in the identification of individual objects. Janina Parol (British
Museum) prepared the images for publication. We would like to record our thanks to Richard Brewer for reading and
commenting on a draft of this report.

11 Department of Portable Antiquities and Treasure, British Museum, London WC1B 3DG.
12 The geographical sequence here follows that set out in the ‘Roman Britain in 20xx. I. Sites Explored’ section of

Britannia.
13 Found by A. Nielson. Identified by F. McIntosh, J. Pearce and S. Worrell.
14 E. Durham, ‘Depicting the gods. Metal figurines in Roman Britain’, Internet Archaeology 31 (2012), 315, nos 362

(Dorchester, Dorset) and 840 (Boxford, Suffolk) http://dx.doi.org/10.11141/ia.31.2; C. Lindgren, Classical Art Forms and
Celtic Mutations. Figural Art in Roman Britain (1980), 45.

15 R. Fleischer, Die römischen Bronzen aus Österreich (1967), 56–8, nos 50, 51 and 52, nude god seated with caduceus
in his right hand; H. Menzel, Die römischen Bronzen aus Deutschland II. Trier (1966), 17–19, nos 34 and 38, Taf. 17–19,
neither with caducei. S. Boucher, Recherches sur les bronzes figures pré-romaines et romaines (1976), 102–3, nos 169–72,
pl. 37.
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(2) Piercebridge (FAPJW-D8ABE4) (FIG. 2).16 A small copper-alloy figurine of a naked Cupid,
55 mm tall and c. 24 mm wide from arm to arm, with a maximum thickness of 13 mm including
wings, generally well preserved but missing its lower right leg and part of the left foot. The
facial features are well-rendered, with eyes, nose, mouth and fingers clearly delineated. The
shoulder-length hair falls in curls which frame the face’s chubby cheeks. A distinctive
topknot of hair rises from his forehead. His right arm is extended above his head and the
hand holds a short jar with everted rim. The left arm is held closer to the body and bent at
the elbow; the left hand holds a discoidal object, perhaps a dish or patera. Stubby wings of
unequal size project from the base of the neck. Three diagonal lines are visible on the right
wing, indicating feathers. Cupid’s torso is sleek though the muscles of the leg and buttocks
are more strongly defined. The straight left leg bears the weight of the figure, while the right
is bent, with a corresponding tilt of the hips. With its outstretched right arm the figure
suggests movement, if not quite the running or flight represented in some poses of the
demigod.17

This is one of two Cupid figurines from Piercebridge, the other being similar but more clearly
depicted taking flight (NCL-2C40A4). The associated assemblage in the river Tees suggests that
they derive from a votive deposit.18 Many other Cupids from the province have similar poses, with
one arm raised and the other lowered, for example Kirby Thore, Corbridge and Moresby.19 The
attributes of vase and plate for the Piercebridge example may suggest service at a symposium;
these are not directly paralleled, but diverse objects are associated with Cupid figurines (grapes,

FIG. 1. Middleton St George, figurine of seated naked figure, possibly Mercury (No. 1). Scale 1:1.
(Photo: F. McIntosh; © F. McIntosh)

16 Found by R. Middlemass and R. Mitchinson. Identified and recorded by P. Walton and J. Pearce.
17 Durham, op. cit. (note 14), 3.7.
18 P. Walton, ‘The finds from the river’, in H.E.M. Cool and D. Mason (eds), Roman Piercebridge. Excavations by

D.W. Harding and Peter Scott 1969–81 (2008), 286–93.
19 Durham, op. cit. (note 14), nos 224, 257, 267.
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bird, torch, and a pomegranate as well as vessels and weapons).20 The findspots of examples
reported to the PAS, including Piercebridge and others (e.g. CAM-E31F28; BERK-536215;
BERK-EA42E1), support Durham’s observation that their distribution is widespread across the
province.21

NORTH YORKSHIRE

(3) Kirkby Fleetham (SWYOR-862875) (FIG. 3).22 A copper-alloy figurine of a standing goat
with head and neck turned to the right, 60.5 mm long, 66.3 mm high, 21.7 mm thick and
weighing 119.8 g. The tips of the horns, tail, rear legs and the right forelimb are all missing
and some extensive corrosion patches are visible; elsewhere a reddish-brown patina survives.
The body, short limbs and head of the stocky animal are powerful and well modelled. Facial
features too are clearly rendered, as are the strands of the long shaggy coat and ‘beard’. There
is a very small cup-shaped depression in the centre of the goat’s back of uncertain function, a
feature not otherwise observed on such figurines. Goats are one of the most frequently attested
animals rendered as figurines, 25 instances being recorded in Durham’s corpus.23 They are
widely distributed in the province, reflecting the frequency of representations of the god
Mercury with whom they are sometimes associated in figure groups.24 Several similarly
naturalistic figurines representing goats are documented, though this example is larger than most.25

FIG. 2. Piercebridge, figurine of naked Cupid (No. 2). Scale 1:1. (Photo: P. Walton; © P. Walton)

20 Durham, op. cit. (note 14), 3.7; H. Menzel, Die römischen Bronzen aus Deutschland III, Bonn (1986), 21–2, nos 46–
7; A. Leibendgut, Die römischen Bronzen der Schweiz III. Westschweiz, Bern und Wallis (1980), 35–8, no. 29, from
Arconciel, Fribourg, with pomegranate in right hand.

21 Durham, op. cit. (note 14), fig. 25, http://intarch.ac.uk/journal/issue31/2/images/figure25.html.
22 Found by J. Szulc. Identified by A. Downes and S. Worrell.
23 Durham, op. cit. (note 14).
24 e.g. Durham, op. cit. (note 14), no. 55.
25 M. Green, A Corpus of Religious Material from the Civilian Areas of Roman Britain, BAR British Series 24 (1976),

pl. xx, e; Durham, op. cit. (note 14), 3.35.5.
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(4) Sessay (SWYOR-91A033) (FIG. 4).26 An incomplete copper-alloy hinged baldric fitting of
third-century A.D. date, 33.7 mm long, 22.3 mm wide and 4.9 mm thick. The openwork plate is
pierced by triangular and semi-circular perforations which leave a network of spokes connecting
the edges of the plate. At the unbroken end is a circular hole, perhaps for a rivet, which is filled
with copper-alloy of a different patination to that of the plate, and a hinge with three loops which
hold the corroded remains of the axis bar. Similar baldric fittings are known from Aldborough, N
Yorks., Silchester, Hants., and Ashwell, Herts. (BH-D36487).27 Belt fittings and buckles of the
early to mid-imperial period are widely distributed across eastern and southern England.28

EAST RIDING OF YORKSHIRE

(5)NearMarketWeighton (YORYM-5589D6) (FIG. 5).29 Two complete and near identical headstud
brooches and an associated chain, all made of copper alloy. One brooch is 63.5 mm long, and 23.1 mm

FIG. 3. Kirkby Fleetham, figurine of a standing goat (No. 3). Scale 1:1. (Photo: A. Downes; © A. Downes)

FIG. 4. Sessay, baldric fitting of third-century A.D. date (No. 4). Scale 1:1. (Photo: A. Downes; © A. Downes)

26 Found by S. Spilman. Identified by K. Leahy and S. Worrell. Recorded by A. Downes and C. Bloom.
27 M. Bishop, Finds from Roman Aldborough. A Catalogue of Small Finds from the Romano-British Town of Isurium

Brigantum (1996), 68, nos 424–8, fig. 37; M. Bishop and J. Coulston, Roman Military Equipment from the Punic Wars to
the Fall of Rome (2nd edn, 2006), 162, no. 12, fig. 100.

28 Worrell and Pearce, op. cit. (note 3), 385–6, table 2.
29 Found by M. Chapman. Identified by L. Wilson-Andrews and S. Worrell.
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FIG. 5. Near Market Weighton, two headstud brooches and associated chain (No. 5). Scale 1:1. (Photo: L. Andrews-Wilson; © L. Andrews-Wilson and York
Museums Trust)

S
A
L
L
Y

W
O
R
R
E
L
L
A
N
D

JO
H
N

P
E
A
R
C
E

8



wide, 21 mm thick andweighs 19 g, the other has very similar dimensions. The brooches are very well
preserved with only some limited surface pitting. Each has an integral D-sectioned head loop, short
wings with three vertical ribs and a raised head stud with two separate cells of central dot and
surrounding ring. The hinged pin survives intact and moves freely in both cases. The bow has raised
edges creating a concave channel down its centre. Each brooch has a cylindrical foot-knob with two
horizontal ribs and large catchplate.30 The copper-alloy chain, 270 mm long and weighing 19.8g, is
formed from 59 links, which are smaller at the ends and larger closer to the centre.

Headstudbrooches are very frequentlyattested inPAS records, 1,111havingbeen recordedbetween
1997 and June 2013, with a high concentration in this region, including 180 fromEast, 133 fromNorth,
41 from South, and 33 from West Yorkshire. The significance of this particular instance lies in their
association with the chain, presumably because they had been buried together in a structured
deposit or grave.31 The brooches may have been worn at the shoulders, linked by the chain
suspended between them; while the chains found with other pairs of brooches are too short for this
to have been likely, the greater length of the chain in this case would have made it possible.32

NORTH LINCOLNSHIRE

(6) Roxby cum Risby (NLM-10C624) (FIG. 6).33 A copper-alloy hollow-cast handle with a
terminal in the form of a male lion’s head. It is 39.4 mm long, 16.9 mm wide, 17.6 mm high
(lion’s head) and weighs 24.5 g. The lion’s head, with jaws agape, is well modelled, with
muzzle, teeth and eyes crisply rendered, and the strands of the thick mane clearly delineated.
The narrower fluted handle terminates in a thicker collar with crenellated ornament. Behind the
teeth is a round aperture 4 mm in diameter. Key handles of a similar size with similar lion-head
terminals are widely distributed, but close parallels have not been found for this piece.34 The
high quality of modelling, the naturalistic rendering of the lion’s head, and the competent
execution of decorative motifs make this comparable to some pieces of continental provenance.35

FIG. 6. Roxby cum Risby, handle with lion’s head terminal (No. 6). Scale 1:1. (Photo: M. Foreman; © M. Foreman
and North Lincolnshire Museum)

30 Similar to an example from Castleford, see H.E.M. Cool and C. Philo, Roman Castleford: Excavations 1974–85. Vol.
1, The Small Finds, Yorkshire Archaeology 4 (1998), 40, no. 31, fig. 8.

31 Grave finds of paired brooches are discussed by R. Philpott, Burial Practices in Roman Britain, BAR British Series
219 (1991), 135.

32 J.P. Wild, ‘Clothing in the North-Western provinces of the Roman Empire’, Bonner Jahrbucher 168 (1968), 207–8,
example chain lengths given being between 12.4 and 21 cm.

33 Found by J. Nicholas. Identified by M. Foreman.
34 A. Kaufmann-Heinemann, Götter und Lararien aus Augusta Raurica, Forschungen in Augst 26 (1998), 32–6; F.

Faider-Feytmans, Les bronzes romains de Belgique (1979), 146, nos 270–1; Menzel, op. cit. (note 20), 116, no. 275;
Worrell and Pearce, op. cit. (note 3), 371.

35 Menzel, op. cit. (note 20), Taf. 117–18.
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LINCOLNSHIRE

(7) Wrawby (FIG. 7).36 An incomplete copper-alloy figurine of Mars as an armed standing figure. He
wears a Corinthian helmet, the crest of which clearly shows the segments into which it is divided.
Luxuriant hair emerges at either temple from beneath the helmet and the beard is uncommonly full.
The god wears a muscled cuirass with tunic beneath, visible at the arms and the waist, and a kilt whose
folds are sketchily rendered. Traces of a cloak may be visible on the left shoulder. His left arm is raised
and his hand grasps a now missing object, almost certainly a spear. His right hand holds a sheathed
sword, reversed, with its hilt, terminating in an elaborate pommel, in his hand and the tip of the blade
at the right shoulder. The strapping on the scabbard is indicated by raised bands. The god’s right leg is
straight and his left bends at the knee. Greaves on the lower legs are clearly visible; the feet are missing.

The combination of straight right leg and left bent at the knee, which gives a pose of relaxed
dynamism, is very common in the representation of the god. The iconography combines elements
of two types, which are usually separated in representations of Mars in this medium. The bearded
figure with spear and muscled cuirass is a type derived from the cult image in the temple of Mars
Ultor, though the spear is here transposed from right to left hand. The sword is, however, a rare
attribute of Mars and all other instances are of the god represented as a naked and armed youth
who carries it, usually unsheathed, in his left rather than right hand.37

After Mercury and Hercules, Mars is the third most popular male deity in figurines from Britain;
47 examples are documented in Durham’s corpus.38 The findspot of this figurine is at the
north-eastern extremity of its distribution, which focuses on southern and eastern England.39

FIG. 7. Wrawby, figurine of Mars (No. 7). (Photo: A. Daubney; © A. Daubney)

36 This object was recorded by Adam Daubney and John Pearce. It was stolen from an exhibition in Keelby in 2012 and
the record was created using images taken by the finder prior to its theft.

37 Lindgren, op. cit. (note 14), 101–5, pl. 75. For other examples, see Faider-Feytmans, op. cit. (note 34), 53–4, no. 11,
from Blicquy; A. Kaufmann-Heinemann, Die römischen Bronzen der Schweiz. Augst (1977), 26–7, no. 14.

38 Durham, op. cit. (note 14), 3.14. New examples include those from West Lavington, Wilts. (WILT-69AC91),
Yapham, E Yorks. (YORYM-CA4661) and Stanstead Abbotts (see below).

39 Durham, op. cit. (note 14), 4.4.1.
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(8) Nettleton (LIN-25CC02) (FIG. 8).40 A near-complete copper-alloy figurine of Mercury, 81 mm
long, 45 mm wide, 22 mm thick and weighing 72.7 g. The figure is naked except for a cloak
draped over his left shoulder and arm. Mercury stands facing, with the right leg straight and the
left bent at the knee, and the hips tilted. The figurine does not stand by itself, but there is no
evidence for a now lost support. Mercury’s head is turned slightly to his right. His facial
features are worn with a strong brow ridge. The hair is curly and divided into two zones, set at
a high angle to the head, a lower more luxuriant band and a cap-like coiffure on top of the
head from which two wings project. The god’s arms are over-long in proportion to the rest of
the body. Both are extended forwards, the right holding a money-bag, but whatever was in the
left, probably a caduceus, is now missing. His torso is slender but toned, though lacking detail
except for the genitalia; the musculature of buttocks and legs is more strongly modelled.

This common pose for the god is documented in many other examples from Britain and
beyond. Mercury is the most frequently documented of all figurines in the province; Durham’s
corpus records 103 examples and other instances are also known from the PAS.41 The findspot
lies at the north-eastern extremity of the distribution of Mercury figurines; examples in northern
Lincolnshire being rare.42

FIG. 8. Nettleton, figurine of Mercury (No. 8). Scale 1:1. (Photo: A. Daubney; © A. Daubney)

40 Found by R. Boughton. Identified by A. Daubney.
41 Discussion of the Wickenby figurine (LIN-3A2272) includes references to continental examples, see S. Worrell and

J. Pearce, ‘Roman Britain in 2010 II. Finds reported under the Portable Antiquities Scheme’, Britannia 42 (2011), 412–13,
no. 7. For Mercury figurines in Britain in general, see Durham, op. cit. (note 14), 3.15; as well as Wickenby, further
examples from the PAS are reported from Urchfont, Wilts. (WILT-564501), Lavenham, Suffolk (ESS-BC68F7), and the
Isle of Wight (IOW-80A331).

42 Durham, op. cit. (note 14), 4.4.1.
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(9) Kirkby la Thorpe (LIN-E63C92) (FIG. 9).43 A Romano-British copper-alloy three-dimensional
figurine, 87 mm long, in the form of a running stag, probably a red deer. One antler and the lower
parts of the rear limbs are lost. In very good condition, the surface is smooth with a glossy
mid-green/brown patina. A quite slender head sits on a thick neck; the slightly open mouth,
eyes and nostrils being clearly rendered. The short pointed ears, depicted as recessed ovals, are
swept back to complement the impression of forward motion. One antler is complete, the other
is broken just above its base. The surviving antler is long and curves backwards, with five tines
projecting from the main trunk. The body is smooth, giving a suggestion of muscle, and ends
in a short tail. The curiously outsized fore legs extend forwards from the body; their lower parts
are covered in shaggy fur and the cloven hooves are carefully detailed. The rear legs extend
backwards to show the stag’s momentum. Genitalia are rendered on the underside.

This find adds to a small number of stag figurines from Roman Britain, including one possible
PAS example from Gainsborough, Lincs. (NLM4353); a metal-detected find from Woodingdean,
Sussex, carries a similarly impressive set of antlers.44 In one instance at least, the findspot — a
temple outside the Balkerne gate at Colchester — suggests the use of stag figurines as
votives.45 The proliferation of stags as well as other game in many media, including
zoomorphic brooches, ceramics and glass as well as figurines, reveals the likely significance of
hunting among the population of Roman Britain.46

(10) Caenby Corner (DENO-075128) (FIG. 10).47 A complete, though quite worn, copper-alloy
figurine of a giant, 57.3 mm high, 44.9 mm at its widest, 14.8 mm thick and weighing 71.5 g.
The transformation of the lower legs into serpents reveals its nature as an anguiped. The bearded

FIG. 9. Kirkby la Thorpe, figurine of a running stag (No. 9). Scale 1:2. (Photo: A. Daubney; © A. Daubney)

43 Identified and recorded by A. Daubney, J. Pearce and S. Worrell.
44 Brampton, Norfolk; Durham, op. cit. (note 14), 3.35.12; D. Rudling, ‘Roman period temples, shrines and religion in

Sussex’, in D. Rudling (ed.), Ritual Landscapes of Roman South-East Britain (2008), 130, fig. 6.14.
45 Durham, op. cit. (note 14), no. 414, from Colchester Royal Grammar School site, a Romano-Celtic temple; M.J.

Green, Symbol and Image in Celtic Religious Art (1989), 136–7.
46 J.M.C. Toynbee, Art in Roman Britain (1962), 190; cf. No. 15 below.
47 Found by D. Goddard. Identified by C. Burrill and J. Pearce.
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face is upturned and coarse featured, especially its bulbous nose, beetling brows and knotted
temples. A thick beard frames the face with a cap of abundant hair above, fringed by a thick
rope-like band of hair with a possible topknot at the front; on the top of the head individual
locks are rendered. The right arm extends to the right, slightly bent at the elbow, with palm
raised, while the left arm is held closer to the body, the hand by the snake’s head that
emerges from behind the left leg. The object held close to the body in the left hand, curving
around the lower arm and rising straight above the shoulder, is likely to be a branch. Giants
on Jupiter columns are occasionally armed with club or sword, but this object does not
resemble these.48

The slight forward inclination of the torso accentuates the strongly defined musculature, its
pectorals and abdominals on the front as well as the muscles of the back and buttocks. A tuft
of hair seems to sprout from the base of the pectoral cleft. Below the genitals, fringed by pubic
hair above, are short upper legs, also well muscled. From the back of each comes a serpent
body which curls around the back of the figure and out from its side to left and right. Chevrons
on both bodies render their scales in a stylised manner and each snake terminates in a crested
head on which the surface decoration is rubbed smooth. The figurine may originally have been
mounted, but there is no trace of attachment.

Representations of giants in this medium are rare.49 A larger, finer figurine without known
provenance is held in the Getty collection.50 In the latter example the giant is more animated,
its waist twisted and the snakes rearing, and it bears more finely rendered surface detail, for
example the scales on its legs and whorls of hair on the torso. A hole in the base of one knee
gives a point of attachment which is lacking from the Caenby giant.51 The giant’s pose, with

FIG. 10. Caenby Corner, figurine of a giant (No. 10). Scale 1:1. (Photo: C. Burrill; © C. Burrill and Derby City Council)

48 G. Bauchhenß, Die Iupitersäulen in den germanischen Provinzen (1981), 66–7.
49 Vian’s corpus does not give any examples of figurines: F. Vian, Répertoire des Gigantomachies figurées dans l’art

grec et romain (1951).
50 Getty collection 92.AB.11 http://www.getty.edu/art/gettyguide/artObjectDetails?artobj=22023
51 Lexicon Iconographicum Mythologiae Classicae IV, Gigantes, 249, no. 546. According to A. Leibendgut, Die

römischen Bronzen der Schweiz, II Avenches (1976), 38–9, no. 21, the authenticity of a cock-headed anguiped from
Avenches, in cuirass with shield and whip, is uncertain.
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head upturned, right arm extended and limbs contorted, recalls the death agonies on other
representations of giants in Greco-Roman art, for example the Pergamon altar or Piazza
Armerina mosaics, though a specific parallel to the object held in the left hand has not yet been
found.52

Representations of anguiped giants in any media are rare in Roman Britain. Jupiter columns
bearing images of giants ridden down, though not unknown in the province, are much more
common in Germany and Gaul.53 In closer proximity to Caenby is a serpent-bodied monster
ridden down by a mounted rider on a stone relief from Stragglethorpe, but it is a hybrid
creature rather than a giant proper.54 Vanquished anguipeds are also met occasionally in other
portable media, for example gems from Castle Collen and London.55 On analogy with these
other representations the Caenby figurine may have formed part of a larger figural group,
associated perhaps with a riding martial god of whom representations are widely distributed in
Lincolnshire and East Anglia.56

(11) Normanton (SWYOR-1D8EA3) (FIG. 11).57 A copper-alloy object, with zoomorphic terminals,
representing perhaps a goat and an eagle. The object is 58.8 mm long, 25.2 mmwide, 7.1 mm thick and
weighs 19.9 g. The rod, lozenge-shaped in section, bifurcates into two arms of differing lengths. The
shorter arm terminates in a figure of a bird, perhaps an eagle or other bird of prey. It is schematically
rendered, with a hooked beak and hatching to represent the plumage on its wings. The longer arm
terminates in the neck and head of a goat or similar animal. The horned creature is open-mouthed,
with oversized eyes rendered as a punched ring and dot and two short downward curving horns on
the back of its head. Both animals are facing in the same direction. No close parallel can be found;
stirring rods often have zoomorphic terminals, but none of the examples documented by
Kaufmann-Heinemann resemble the Normanton find and they are in any case smaller.58

FIG. 11. Normanton, object of uncertain function with zoomorphic terminals (No. 11). Scale 1:1. (Photo: A. Downes;
© A. Downes)

52 Vian, op. cit. (note 49); K. Dunbabin, Mosaics of the Greek and Roman World (1999), 136–7, fig. 139.
53 Bauchhenß, op. cit. (note 48), 505–7.
54 T. Ambrose and M Henig, ‘A new Roman rider-relief from Stragglethorpe, Lincolnshire’, Britannia 11 (1980),

135–8.
55 M. Henig, A Corpus of Engraved Gemstones from British Sites (3rd edn, 2007), 145–6, nos 426 and 434.
56 Durham, op. cit. (note 14), fig. 2. http://intarch.ac.uk/journal/issue31/2/images/figure23.html
57 Found by A. Riley. Identified by A. Downes and S. Worrell. Recorded by C. Bloom.
58 Kaufmann-Heinemann, op. cit. (note 34), 28–32, Abb. 6–7.
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NOTTINGHAMSHIRE

(12) Carlton in Lindrick (DENO-A20E64) (FIG. 12).59 A complete, but unfinished and crudely
rendered, small copper-alloy figurine of a riding male figure, 46.5 mm high, 27.2 mm wide,
9.8 mm thick and weighing 14.8 g. The figure faces forwards with raised right arm and left arm
extended downwards. Little is visible of its facial features save for traces of eyes and nose; the
headgear is more like a Tam O’Shanter than the Phrygian cap or helmet worn by other riding
figures. The torso appears to be naked, but with little modelling of anatomy. There are two
integrally cast projections emerging from the figure, both showing metal displacement from
hammering on their ends.60 The longer piece between the legs may have attached it to a horse,
perhaps formed from organic materials, whilst the shorter projection on the chest may have
been intended to attach a shield, no trace of which survives. Moulding around the waist and
thighs may represent a kilt-like garment.

Although uncertainties over dress and attributes do not allow the figure to be unambiguously
identified, the pose is similar to the riding martial god of whom numerous figurines are
documented from eastern England. PAS examples include those from Stoke cum Quy, Cambs.
(SF-99E3E4), Gate Burton, Lincs. (LIN-D53ED6), and Riseley, Beds. (BH-B0BF961). The
findspot of this example lies close to the north-eastern extremity of the distribution of the
riding figure.61

SHROPSHIRE

(13) Worfield (WAW-0AE0C4) (FIG. 13).62 A copper-alloy furniture mount in the form of an
eagle, 39.1 mm tall, 31.8 mm wide (wingspan), and 37.2 mm thick (beak tip to corroded lugs),

FIG. 12. Carlton in Lindrick, figurine of riding male (No. 12). Scale 1:1. (Photo: C. Burrill; © C. Burrill and Derby
City Council)

59 Found by H. Stanley. Identified by K. Leahy, A. Daubney and S. Worrell. Recorded by C. Burrill.
60 J. Bayley, pers. comm.
61 Durham, op. cit. (note 14), 3.12, 4.4.1; Worrell, op. cit. (note 1), 328–30, nos 25, 26a–c.
62 Found by M. Hamman. Identified by A. Bolton and S. Worrell.

FINDS REPORTED UNDER THE PORTABLE ANTIQUITIES SCHEME 15



weighing 50 g. Its wings are part extended and reach to the bird’s feet. The bird faces forwards and
its head, with small circular eyes, tapers to a blunt, slightly hooked beak. The body is simply
modelled, squat but with powerful legs and chest. The plumage on the body, upper legs and
face is depicted with deep hatching. The eagle stands on a small spherical ball between its feet.
Protruding from the back are two rectangular copper-alloy lugs which are covered with iron
corrosion. Mounts and figurines in the form of an eagle are not infrequent — a likely product
of their association with Jupiter. The modelling of this mount is more sophisticated than the
other schematically rendered examples so far recorded by the PAS. A similar example is
known from Grimmlinghausen (Neuss).63

NORTHAMPTONSHIRE

(14) Wood Burcote (NARC-B9DE37) (FIG. 14).64 A complete copper-alloy leaf-shaped seal-box
terminating in a knop and inlaid with enamel, including complex millefiori elements, some of
which is missing or cracked. The object is 32 mm long, 19 mm wide, 9 mm high and weighs
11.5 g. The upper half of the lid is decorated with a drop-shaped field showing grids of blue and
white millefiori squares on a red enamel background. Separated from this by a pair of reserved
copper-alloy leaf motifs is a further pair of ‘leaves’ inlaid with blue enamel. At the apex is a cell
containing white enamel bearing a rosette with a red dot at its centre from which seven blue
petals radiate. A circular knop attached to the apex contains red enamel. The base has three holes.

This leaf-shaped type is widely distributed in the North-West provinces in the second century A.D.,
being closest to Andrews’ forms P2 and P3.65 The decoration, however, is exceptional, and no close
parallel has been found for it, though a small number of other examples have similarly complex
millefiori inlay.66 Seal-boxes have been reported to the PAS in significant numbers, substantially
increasing the sample known from a rural setting. This suggests that circulation of documents in a
rural milieu need not be restricted to areas with close connections to the frontiers.67

FIG. 13. Worfield, mount in form of an eagle (No. 13). Scale 1:1. (Photo: A. Bolton; © A. Bolton and Birmingham
City Council)

63 Menzel, op. cit. (note 20), 144, no. 376, Taf. 133.
64 Found by R. Turland. Identified and recorded by J. Cassidy and S. Worrell.
65 A. Furger et al., Die römischen Siegelkapseln aus Augusta Raurica, Forschungen in Augst 44 (2009), 58–61;

C. Andrews, Roman Seal-boxes in Britain, BAR British Series 567 (2012), 19–22.
66 e.g. Furger et al., op. cit. (note 65), 81, nos 10 and 11, Abb. 56. M. Bishop and J. Dore, Corbridge: Excavations of

the Roman Fort and Town 1947–80 (1988), 68, no. 65, fig. 78; Andrews, op. cit. (note 65), pl. 2.
67 Andrews, op. cit. (note 65), 106–7. Cf. T. Derks and N. Roymans, ‘Seal-boxes and the spread of Latin literacy in the

Rhine Delta’, in A. Cooley (ed.), Becoming Roman, Writing Latin? Literacy and Epigraphy in the Roman West (2002), 87–
134.
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The seal-box, on opening, was found to contain a Trajanic denarius dated to A.D. 117, with the
figure of Fortuna on the reverse (NARC-B9F672, RIC 315).While seal-boxes have occasionally
been found in association with coin hoards, plausibly as the seal for a bag, no parallel has been
found for the placing of a coin within the seal-box.68 As an isolated instance with limited
context information it is very difficult to interpret, but the coin might be suggested to have
been a votive offering rather than to have been placed in it for safe keeping.

CAMBRIDGESHIRE

(15) Teversham (SF-98F782) (FIG. 15).69 A complete copper-alloy zoomorphic plate brooch in
the form of a stag. The object is well preserved, with a dark brown patina and traces of
corrosion products. It is 31.4 mm wide, 30.3 mm high, 4.3 mm thick and weighs 9 g. The stag
is shown moving forward with its head turned backwards towards its tail. The animal has an
elongated nose, lozenge-shaped eye with central circular indentation and antlers which curve to
form an almost complete ring. The antlers are decorated on their outer edges with notches to
represent tines. The long body of the animal carries two cells, one near-rectangular which
curves up at the neck and the other circular at the haunches, though no trace of enamel
survives. The thrust of the front leg is accentuated by a groove which runs between it and the
body. Small projections indicate tail and phallus. Both hooves join a flat ground line, decorated
with multiple vertical notches. A double-lug secures the head of the hinged pin, which is held
in place by a rivet. At the opposite end behind the foreleg is the integral, rectangular
catchplate, which projects from the brooch with a curving hooked terminal.

The stag is represented in other zoomorphic plate brooches, for example from Corbridge,
Coventina’s Well, Suffolk (SF-CFC6D7), Norfolk (NMS-365796) and Essex (SWYOR-201A54).70

Closer parallels for the form are recorded from Cirencester and South Ferriby, Lincs.71 Continental
examples are also known, though this specific form occurs very rarely, being paralleled by only
two examples in Feugère’s corpus (type 29a12c).72

FIG. 14. Wood Burcote, seal-box with denarius inside (No. 14). Scale 1:1. (Photo: J. Cassidy; © J. Cassidy)

68 Furger et al., op. cit. (note 65), 22–3.
69 Found by J. Baxter. Identified by A. Brown and S. Worrell. Recorded by A. Brown.
70 M. Snape, Roman Brooches from North Britain: A Classification and a Catalogue of Brooches from Sites on the

Stanegate, BAR British Series 235 (1993), 64, no. 127, fig. 13; L. Allason-Jones and B. Mckay, Coventina’s Well: A
Shrine on Hadrian’s Wall (1985), 23, no. 40.

71 D. Mackreth, Brooches in Late Iron Age and Roman Britain (2012), 183, nos 8047 and 8048, pl. 125.
72 E. Patek, Verbreitung und Herkunft der römischen Fibeltypen von Pannonien, Dissertationes Pannonicae Ser. II, Nr

19 (1942), pl. XXI.12; E. Riha, Die römischen Fiblen aus Augst und Kaiseraugst (1979), Taf. 67.1735–6. M. Feugère, Les
fibules en Gaule méridionale (1985), 383–7, fig. 59.
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BUCKINGHAMSHIRE

(16) Wing (BUC-F52027) and (BUC-F53C66) (FIG. 16).73 Two similar furniture or box mounts in
the form of lion faces or heads, one slightly larger and heavier than the other, found within 5 cm of
one another. BUC-F52027 is 97.3 mm high, 83.1 mm wide, 35 mm deep, the metal is 3 mm thick
and it weighs 224 g. BUC-F53C66 is 83.1 mm high, 79.4 mm wide, 35 mm deep, the metal is 2.4
mm thick and it weighs 211 g. Both are quite well preserved with a green-brown patina, but small
patches of green corrosion are visible, especially on the broken edges of the base. In both cases the
face and especially the muzzle stand proud of the base plate, and the fringe of mane around it, with
separate curling strands delineated, is in progressively shallower relief. The eyes are fully
modelled, including brows, lids, pupils and irises. The nose is broad and flat and the wide
mouth gapes open; within both teeth can be seen. The ears are recessed irregular circles within
the mane. Both faces are lopsided, the left eye and ear being lower than the right. The base is
not quite square and in both examples two of the corners are broken away.

Although there are no traces of attachment, the objects are likely to have been furniture mounts.
Lion-head mounts, albeit smaller, are relatively frequent finds in South-East England and many
examples have been recorded by the PAS.74 The contexts of many excavated examples suggest
that the smaller fittings commonly derive from wooden boxes used as containers for cremated
bone, reflecting a wider association between funerary contexts and lion images.75 However the
Wing mounts are much larger than most examples from Britain; several mounts of comparable
size are reported by Menzel from the lower Rhine, but without the square plate.76

(17) Wing (BUC-C9CEE4; 2012 T831) (FIG. 17).77 A tiny Roman gold finger-ring, 13.5 mm in
height and 14.6 mm in diameter, probably for a child, dated to the first to second centuries A.D.
The ring has a D-shaped hoop, simple shoulders and an expanded flat oval bezel. Soldered to

FIG. 15. Teversham, zoomorphic plate brooch in the form of a stag (No. 15). Scale 1:1. (Photo: A. Brown; © Suffolk
County Council)

73 Finder T. Clark. Identified by R. Tyrell, S. Worrell and J. Pearce.
74 A non-exhaustive list of PAS examples from Gloucestershire to Norfolk includes WILT-3ABB97, WILT-19A504,

HAMP-A02501, BH-29C003, BH-IA5EA7, BH-02F2E4, SUR-FCDE51, NMS-E15B77, NMS-DB80B4,
NMS-DFC291, NMS-9A60E2, NMS-399314, GLO-0A4CB6, GLO-0A4385.

75 H. Borrill, ‘Casket burials’, in C. Partridge, Skeleton Green, A Late Iron Age and Romano-British Site (1981), 314–
18; F. Hunter, ‘Funerary lions in Roman provincial art’, in P. Noelke (ed.), Romanisation und Resistenz in Plastik,
Architektur und Inschriften der Provinzen des Imperium Romanum: Neue Funde und Forschungen (2003), 59–67.

76 Menzel, op. cit. (note 20), 137–40, nos 348–53, Taf. 130–1.
77 Found by T. Clark. Identified by R. Jackson and R. Tyrell. Recorded by R. Tyrell.
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the bezel is a schematic phallus, in low relief, comprising a plain circular-sectioned wire with a
pair of flanking basal spheres for the testicles. A very similar example with a phallus soldered
on the bezel is known from Faversham, Kent.78 The phallus as a powerful apotropaic device to
avert the Evil Eye and ensure good fortune, is widely documented by the PAS as a pendant
and in other forms in rural contexts.79

(18) Charndon (SUR-331582) (FIG. 18).80 A small figurine, 23.9 mm long and weighing 8 g, in
the form of a sleeping hound with a shaggy coat, probably a mount from another metal object. The
animal lies with its head on its forepaws, but only the right front leg is showing. The fur sweeps
down its flanks on either side of the spine and the tail may be visible on its left side. The head is
wedge-shaped and the oversized eyes are crudely rendered as incised circles and punched pupils.
The underside of the object is flat and from its centre projects an integral rivet. The head and
shaggy coat resemble those of other figurines of sleeping dogs, sometimes identified as
Molossian hounds, for example one said to be from Syria and another among bronzes from
Speyer, though without a findspot; the rendering of anatomy and fur is finer in these other
examples.81 Representations of sleeping dogs, emblems of defended domesticity, as well as

FIG. 16. Wing, one of two furniture or box mounts in the form of lion heads (No. 16). Scale 1:1. (Photo: R. Tyrell: ©
R. Tyrell and Buckinghamshire County Council)

78 BM AF 425; C. Johns, The Jewellery of Roman Britain (1996), 12, fig. 1.3.
79 Worrell and Pearce, op. cit. (note 3), 375–6, nos 20–1.
80 Found by J. McArthur. Identified by M. Henig. Recorded by D. Williams.
81 A.P. Kozloff, Animals in Ancient Art from the Leo Mildenberg Collection (1981), 196–7, no. 184; H. Menzel, Die

römischen Bronzen aus Deutschland I, Speyer (1960), 21, no. 29, Taf. 32.
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Molossians, used for hunting, are also common in other portable media, for example lamps, gems
and figurines as well as Iron Age coins from Britain.82

HERTFORDSHIRE

(19) Stanstead Abbots (BH-247012) (FIG. 19).83 A finely-made figurine of Mars, 84.4 mm high,
32.5 mm wide, a maximum of 14.2 mm thick and weighing 75.9 g. Wear and corrosion have
effaced some surface detail and the right hand and lower legs are lost; the patination of the
break suggests that this occurred in antiquity. The god stands facing slightly to his right. The
pose suggests that the missing right hand originally held a spear. Both legs are bent at
the knee, the left more so, indicating that, as in the case of similar figurines, the stance puts
greater weight on the right leg. The upper edges of the greaves are visible just above the knee.
Details of dress and anatomy are quite carefully modelled. The helmeted god wears a
square-necked cuirass, crossed by a strap (baldric) from the right shoulder to the waist, and below
it a kilt reaches to just above the knee. A cloak hangs from the left shoulder to the left knee, its

FIG. 17. Wing, gold finger-ring dating from first to second century A.D. (No. 17). Scale 2:1. (Photo: R. Tyrell; ©
R. Tyrell and Buckinghamshire County Council)

FIG. 18. Charndon, small figurine in the form of a sleeping hound (No. 18). Scale 1:1. (Photo: D. Williams; ©
D. Williams)

82 Lamps: D.G. Mitten and S.F. Doeringer, Master Bronzes from the Classical World (1967), 298, no. 296; D.M.
Bailey, A Catalogue of the Lamps in the British Museum IV, Lamps of Metal and Stone and Lampstands (1996), 63,
no. Q3778, pls 75 and 185. Gems: Kozloff, op. cit. (note 81), nos 185 and 186; M. Henig, The Content Family
Collection of Ancient Cameos (1990), 26, no. 47; M. Henig et al., Classical Gems, Ancient and Modern Intaglios and
Cameos in the Fitzwilliam Museum, Cambridge (1994), 486, no. 1072a. Figurines: Durham, op. cit. (note 14), 3.35.3.
Coins: M. Henig, ‘Verica’s hound’, Oxford Journal of Archaeology 7 (1988), 253–5.

83 Found by M. Steele Snr. Identified by M. Henig. Recorded by J. Watters and J. Pearce.

SALLY WORRELL AND JOHN PEARCE20



folds being fully rendered. The left arm, longer than the right, bends at the elbow and extends forward
from beneath the cloak. In other figures of this type the left hand holds a shield, but the closeness of
arm to body makes this impossible in this instance and the gripping hand is empty. The upper right
arm is held close to the body, and is also bent at the elbow, with its extremity lost. The better
preserved right side of the face suggests careful rendering of facial features. The oval eye is
rimmed by an eyelid and contains a moulded pupil; the nose is broad and flat and the narrow
mouth is framed by a full beard and moustache. Curls of luxuriant hair can be seen either side of
the face and beneath the Corinthian helmet, which has an elaborate though poorly preserved crest.

This representation of Mars as a bearded mature figure in muscled cuirass is a common type in
the province. In comparison with the figure fromWrawby described above (No. 7), its iconography
is more typical of the type, though some of the minor details lack close parallels, for example the
wearing of a cloak and baldric, and the neck of the cuirass is more commonly rounded than square
as here.84 This is a more classicising piece than many, though its poor preservation makes
close comparison with similar pieces difficult, for example the figurine from Earith, Cambs.85

The style may indicate an early imperial date.86 The findspot lies squarely within the main
focus of the distribution of Mars figurines.87

FIG. 19. Stanstead Abbots, figurine of Mars (No. 19). Scale 1:1. (Photo: J. Watters; © J. Watters)

84 Durham, op. cit. (note 14), no. 758, a cloaked figurine from Devon, but with the cloak hanging from both shoulders
and no. 29 from Barkway where the figure is naked with a baldric worn diagonally across the torso.

85 Lindgren, op. cit. (note 14), 101–5, pl. 75; Durham, op. cit. (note 14), no. 30.
86 M. Henig, pers. comm.
87 Durham, op. cit. (note 14), 4.4.1.
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NORFOLK

(20) Brampton (NMS-8B3A40) (FIG. 20).88 A miniature head of Socrates in garnet, with a fracture
on the dome of the head and several cracks and small chips to the head and neck. The short neck is
polished with a shallow line engraved at the front. This may indicate that it had been cut down
from a longer neck in antiquity when it was perhaps inserted into a bust in another precious
material. This representation shows Socrates bearded, with a round head, bald pate and long
hair in curving strands to the sides and back of his head, but leaving the ears visible. His face
has prominent cheekbones and brow, a lined forehead, short stubby nose and sagging folds of
skin beneath the eyes. In the latter the lids are arched and the irises deep drilled. The beard is
carefully carved, its curls being longer than the side burns and the short moustache which
almost hides the upper lip. The mouth is slightly open and turned down at the corners. The
head is 20 mm high, 17 mm wide and weighs 14.5 g. It may be dated to the first century B.C.
to first century A.D.

The features described above appear already in the earliest depictions of Socrates (types A and
B) in the fourth century B.C. The portrait represented here, however, is a composite of the two
types, this being the commonest form of his depiction in the imperial period.89 Portraits of
philosophers were a popular subject in the Roman period on engraved gems (intaglios and
cameos) made from precious and semi-precious stones.90 However, other examples of a secure
British provenance are not known.91

FIG. 20. Brampton, miniature garnet head of Socrates (No. 20). Scale 3:1. (Photo: C. Wagner; © Beazley Archive,
University of Oxford)

88 Identified by C. Wagner. Recorded by E. Darch.
89 I. Scheibler, ‘Rezeptionsphasen des jüngeren Sokratesporträts in der Kaiserzeit’, Jahrbuch des deutschen

archäologischen Instituts 119 (2004), 179–258.
90 J. Lang, Mit Wissen geschmückt? Überlegungen zur bildlichen Rezeption griechischer Dichter und Denker in der

römischen Lebenswelt am Beispiel kleinformatiger Bildwerke (2012), ch. 2.2.2; C. Wagner and J. Boardman, A
Collection of Classical and Eastern Intaglios, Rings and Cameos (2003), 16, 62, 87, nos 96, 447–8 and 622.

91 For the example from South Shields, likely to be a recent import, L. Allason-Jones and R. Miket, The Catalogue of
the Small Finds from South Shields Roman Fort (1984), 344, no. 10.7, pl. XI; Henig, op. cit. (note 55), 153, cat. no. 486.
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SUFFOLK

(21) Thelnetham (SF-BCB2B5) (FIG. 21).92 A complete copper-alloy first-century A.D. cavalry
parade harness ‘trifid’ pendant, one of several examples which would have been suspended
from a phalera. It is 67.5 mm long, 40.0 mm wide, 3.34–5.28 mm thick, and weighs 35 g. The
rectangular plate which attached the pendant to the phalera has a raised central rib decorated
with three saltire motifs with traces of niello inlay. A narrower grooved neck connects this to
the body of the pendant proper, a large leaf-like plate decorated with perforations, inlaid niello
and white metal of which traces survive. The main niello elements comprise a trifoliate motif
beneath the neck and to either side of this a scroll, at one end of which is a small pellet, and at
the other an ivy(?) leaf within a spiral. Across the pendant are three pairs of kidney-shaped
perforations, and to either side of its acorn-like tip a series of parallel grooves, all symmetrically
arranged. To either side of the tip, the scallop-edged lobes also suggest a leaf-like character.

The form and decoration of the pendant are characteristic of Early Principate equine fittings
identified by Bishop and Coulston.93 They are widely distributed in Britain, with a further fine
example also having been recorded from Waldringfield, Suffolk (SF-BC1C94).94 Several
similar examples are reported from the Batavian area, including instances with similar grooved
decoration as well as other motifs, in particular among a group from Wijk bij Duurstede.95 The
diversity of contexts reflects the wide distribution of metalwork associated with the Roman
army, which has been noted elsewhere for objects reported to the PAS.96

FIG. 21. Thelnetham, first-century A.D. cavalry harness pendant (No. 21). Scale 1:1. (Drawn by D. Wreathall; ©
Suffolk County Council)

92 Found by J. Dovey. Identified and recorded by A. Brown and S. Worrell.
93 Bishop and Coulston, op. cit. (note 27), 120–1.
94 ibid., 120, fig. 70.8; E. Chapman, A Catalogue of Roman Military Equipment in the National Museum of Wales, BAR

British Series 388 (2005), 150; Waldringfield (SF-BC1C94); Worrell, op. cit. (note 1), 323, no. 18.
95 J. Nicolay, Armed Batavians. Use and Significance of Weaponry and Horse Gear from Non-Military Contexts in the

Rhine Delta (50 BC to AD 450) (2007), 291.53, 161.1 and 291.54, fig. 2.24, pl. 85.
96 Worrell and Pearce, op. cit. (note 3), 383–93.
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(22) Clare (SF-4E4A90) (FIG. 22).97 A cast copper-alloy strap fitting comprising a central
cylindrical shaft with integrally cast terminal knops bearing conical lion heads. The artefact is
26.6–51.9 mm wide, 31.46 mm long, 11.55 mm in maximum diameter at bar and weighs 82.6 g.
The lions have flattened triangular snouts, open mouths, incised oval eyes and prominent
brows. Both have manes that extend from the head around the sides of the face and jaw. A
slightly curving plate with scalloped edges also connects each terminal.

The precise function of this object remains uncertain and a close parallel has not as yet been
identified. Given its size and form it is plausible that it formed a strap fitting, perhaps for horse
harness or similar. A copper-alloy harness ring of unknown provenance with two opposed lion
heads emerging from a calyx is recorded by Menzel, but its form is not very similar to this.98

(23) Combs (SF-0349E2) (FIG. 23).99 A copper-alloy enamelled panel from a small hexagonal
flask, broken at one end. The panel is trapezoidal in shape and measures 53.2 mm in length
and 29 mm at its widest point, is 2.9 mm at its maximum thickness and weighs 15.4 g. The
front face has enamelled decoration that is divided into two recessed fields inlaid with blue
enamel, much corroded, and containing geometric decoration. The larger field carries two
sinuous S-scrolls placed back to back with pointed oval terminals extending into each of the
corners. Within each terminal is a comma scroll with cusp; a leaf sprouts from the outside of
the two smaller terminals. A further comma-like tendril curls off from each scroll in the centre
of the field. The back-to-back S-scrolls frame an oval, in the centre of which is a further
elongated motif, perhaps a stalk and leaf. At the broader end of the panel the terminals of the
scroll frame a single raised pellet. On the long sides of the panel a semi-circular lobe extends

FIG. 22. Clare, strap fitting with lion heads on knops (No. 22). Scale 1:1. (Drawn by D. Wreathall; © Suffolk County
Council)

97 Found by B. Collins. Identified by A. Brown and S. Worrell. Recorded by A. Brown.
98 Menzel, op. cit. (note 20), 169, no. 471, Taf. 143.
99 Found by M. Wilding. Identified and recorded by A. Brown, S. Worrell and J. Pearce.

SALLY WORRELL AND JOHN PEARCE24



from the border. The second, smaller panel of decoration is mostly lost, but what survives closely
resembles the decoration found on a very similar vessel from Corbridge, i.e. the tips of a leaf pair
which rise from a pelta.100 On the outside edge of the enamelled fields is a notched border. This
piece is very closely paralleled in most of the other vessels of similar form, one of which is a panel
from a flask recorded by the PAS from Sutton, Suffolk (SF10415).101

AVON

(24) Burrington (SWYOR-29B362) (FIG. 24).102 A cast copper-alloy figurine of a capricorn, 250
mm long, 37.5 mm high, 88.3 mm wide and weighing 886 g, in very good condition, missing only
a single horn. The metal has a smooth dark brown patina, though there are corrosion patches,
particularly on the right shoulder and neck. The base of the broken horn is well patinated,
indicating that the damage had occurred in antiquity. The figure’s forelegs are outstretched, the
right being raised higher than the left. The head is held upright and the body, curving
slightly upwards, tapers to the tail which expands into a three-pronged fin. The mouth and nose
are schematically rendered as incised lines, the former flaring at the corners. The lentoid eyes
are more fully modelled, being framed in raised sockets, though their placing is asymmetrical,
the right being higher on the face than the left. Shallow bands of hatching indicate fur on the
face, still visible even on the muzzle and forehead where surface detail is more worn; a thicker
band of hair spans the top of the head. The hatching extends to the fringes of the ears which
prick up, are nicked along their edges and recessed within. The beard, strands of which are
separately indicated, reaches almost to the ankle of the right foreleg. From the neck to the
upper forelimbs the fur is rendered in rows of shallow curving strands, though most of the legs
are smooth. Hooves and forelegs are well shaped. Beyond the forelimbs the surface texture
turns from fur to scales, the imbrication covering the remainder of the body to the tail.

FIG. 23. Combs, enamelled panel from small hexagonal flask (No. 23). Scale 1:1. (Photo: A. Brown; © Suffolk County
Council)

100 F. Hunter, ‘Frontier finds, frontier art – views of enamelled vessels’, in D. Breeze (ed.), The First Souvenirs
Enamelled Vessels from Hadrian’s Wall (2012), 91–2, 99, fig. 9.4.

101 S. Worrell, ‘Enamelled vessels and related objects reported to the Portable Antiquities Scheme 1997–2010’, in
Breeze, op. cit. (note 100), 75–6, figs 8.6–8.7.

102 Found by P. Andrews. Recorded by A. Downes, M. Henig and J. Pearce.
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FIG. 24. Burrington, figurine of capricorn (No. 24). Scale 2:3. (Photo: A. Downes; © A. Downes)
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Moulded ribs divide the fin into three prongs which are further subdivided by ribbed lines. The
figurine has no evidence of attachments, for example to a globe on which the capricorn’s
forelimbs commonly rest in other media, nor for a cornucopia sometimes supported on its back.
On the underside of the figure, just beneath the forelimbs, is a flattened facet on which it
balances when placed on a surface.

Metal figures of a capricorn (or other Zodiac signs) occur very rarely in Britain and beyond,
with no certain instances being recorded, for example, in a recent corpus of Romano-British
figurines.103 Capricorn figures found at Wiesbaden and Martinsbühel bei Zirl (Tirol), near
Innsbruck, both with globes, had a socket beneath for attachment to a pole.104 Their small size
makes it unlikely that they were elements of a military standard, for example as depicted on a
first-century A.D. gravestone from Mainz of a solider of the Fourteenth Legion; a use as a
vehicle or furniture fitting may be more likely for the socketed examples.105 Groups of
copper-alloy zodiac signs, a little smaller than the Burrington example, in the form of appliqués
occur in hoards at L’Angleur (Liège) — c. 15–17 cm long, where they are probably part of a
Mithraic group — and Marengo (Piedmont), which includes a capricorn, also smaller than the
Burrington example. In both cases these were perhaps attached to boards or other furniture,
probably in a zodiacal configuration.106 The absence of any evidence for attachment of the
Burrington capricorn makes it very unlikely that it served any such function and it seems very
likely that it was a freestanding figure.

The sign of Capricorn is most famously associated in antiquity with Augustus. While the
precise astrological reasoning for his adoption of the capricorn symbol remains elusive — since
it was not his sun sign — diverse positive connotations can be identified, including rebirth of
the sun after the winter solstice, association with the Golden Age of Saturn, rule over the West
and, through the capricorn’s hybrid nature, over land and sea.107 The sign was widely
reproduced on Augustan coins from at least 28 B.C, a use referred to in Suetonius’ account of
the revelation of future greatness to Augustus by an astrologer at Apollonia in 43 B.C.108 The
motif features in other Augustan art, notably the Gemma Augustea.109 Emperors of the first to
third centuries A.D. continued to put the sign on their coins.110 It was also appropriated for the
coins of late Iron Age reges in Britain, as well as by client rulers of Rome elsewhere.111 Like
other motifs from the Augustan repertoire, the capricorn was translated into non-imperial
settings, on terracotta roof-tile antefixes, altars, funerary monuments, glass pastes and gems,
and brooches, including examples from Britain.112 The symbol is best known in Britain as an
emblem of the Second Augustan Legion, depicted on building dedications and other
inscriptions, though it is also used by other units founded under Augustus.113 The antoniniani

103 Durham, op. cit. (note 14).
104 Fleischer, op. cit. (note 15), 175–6, no. 243, Taf. 119; G. Webster, Roman Imperial Army (3rd edn, 1985), 136,

fig. 22, with tail loop, a characteristic also of another figurine, sold at auction on 1 December 2011 (no dimensions or
description): http://www.timelineauctions.com/lot/bronze-capricorn-figurine/4429/

105 L. Keppie, ‘The origins and early history of the Second Augustan Legion’, in R.J. Brewer (ed.), The Second
Augustan Legion and the Roman Military Machine (2002), 13, fig. 1.2.

106 Faider-Feytmans, op. cit. (note 34), 188–93. G. Bendinelli, Il tesoro di argenteria di Marengo (1937), 34–6, 59–64.
107 T. Barton, ‘Augustus and Capricorn: astrological polyvalency and imperial rhetoric’, Journal of Roman Studies 85

(1995), 33–51, esp. 47–8.
108 Suetonius, Aug. 94.12.
109 P. Zanker, The Power of Images in the Age of Augustus (1989), 231.
110 Barton, op. cit. (note 107), 48–51.
111 J. Creighton, Coins and Power in Late Iron Age Britain (2000), 102–17.
112 Henig, op. cit. (note 55), 143, 173, nos 407–8, 663–6; an unprovenanced enamelled zoomorphic brooch in the form

of a capricorn-like creature (NARC-E29A65).
113 Keppie, op. cit. (note 105), 12–16. Auxiliaries, e.g. a leather shield cover from Roomburg (Netherlands), C. van

Driel-Murray, ‘A shield cover of Cohors XV Voluntariorum cR’, Journal of Roman Military Equipment Studies 10
(1999), 45–54; a building dedication from Brough by Bainbridge, RIB III, 3215.
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of Carausius also bear legionary symbols, including the capricorn, and the wider evocation in
Carausian propaganda of a restored Golden Age linked to Saturn, ruler of this sign, might also
provide a possible context for the Burrington image.114

WILTSHIRE

(25) Tisbury (WILT-AD4A33) (FIG. 25).115 A complete cast copper-alloy miniature vessel in the
form of an amphora, 27.6 mm in length, 20.3 mm at its widest (handles), 13.1 mm thick with a
base diameter of 6.9 mm, and weighing 15.3 g. The vessel has a broad mouth and widens to its
centre before tapering to an expanded, flat base. The handles project outwards from the neck
and turn at a sharp angle to reconnect to the vessel just above its centre.

Miniature objects have been recorded in considerable numbers by the PAS, the overwhelming
majority comprising axes though other types are documented, including weapons and miniature
altars.116 Miniature vessels in metal are rare occurrences, clay being a more common medium,
and few examples have been recorded by the PAS. The majority of these represent
tablewares.117 A larger example of a miniature amphora with a form more precisely rendered
and more easily attributable to a type — which perhaps served as a container in its own
right — is documented as a stray find from Springhead.118

(26) Downton (WILT-5D5B17) (FIG. 26).119 A near-complete and well-preserved copper-alloy
and enamel zoomorphic brooch in the form of a running wild boar, 33.4 mm long, 26.3 mm
high, 10.3 mm thick and weighing 7.5 g. The rather narrow head ends in an open mouth with
upturned snout. The eye is a punched ring and the ear is a large triangular moulding. Grooves

FIG. 25. Tisbury, miniature vessel in the form of an amphora (No. 25). Scale 1:1. (Photo: R. Henry; © R. Henry and
Salisbury and South Wiltshire Museum)

114 e.g. RIC 58 (Carausius); G. de la Bedoyère, ‘Carausius and the marks RSR and I.N.P.C.D.A’, Numismatic Chronicle
158 (1998), 79–88. A more extensive article on the figure and its context is in preparation by Pearce and Minnitt.

115 Found by A. White. Identified and recorded by R. Herbert and S. Worrell.
116 S. Worrell, ‘Roman Britain in 2007. Finds reported under the Portable Antiquities Scheme’, Britannia 39 (2008),

341–2.
117 P. Kiernan, Miniature Votive Offerings in the North-West Provinces of the Roman Empire (2009), 165–8, 175–9.
118 J. Schüster, ‘Springhead metalwork’, in E. Biddulph et al., Settling the Ebbsfleet Valley. High Speed 1 Excavations at

Springhead and Northfleet, Kent. The Late Iron Age, Roman, Saxon and Medieval Landscape. Vol. II: Late Iron Age to
Roman Finds Reports (2010), 244–5, no. 187, with wider references. M. Green, ‘Model objects from military areas of
Roman Britain’, Britannia 12, (1981), 261–2 reports two examples of clay miniature amphorae from Norton.

119 Found by N. Booth. Identified and recorded by K. Hinds and S. Worrell.
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are scored across the face. As well as a very high crest, the thick neck carries a double ‘mane-like’
grooved collar. The rump, with genitals indicated, is disproportionately large, a feature accentuated
by a groove which separates it from the body. It carries five enamelled dots in a quincunx, red with
the exception of the blue central dot. On the body are three further dots in red and blue inlay. The
hooves rest on a horizontal bar, decorated with notches, which forms the groundline. On the back,
the head of the pin is held between two close-set lugs.

A considerable number (more than 250) of zoomorphic brooches have been documented from
Britain by the PAS, though the majority represent birds.120 The boar, only rarely represented, also
appears on brooches from Willington and Jevington, East Sussex (SUSS-DB2C32), and Burbage,
Wilts. (WILT-A2E866).121

This brooch type, Feugère’s type 29a11a, is closely paralleled in a small number of examples
distributed across North-Western Europe and is of likely continental origin.122 The type is likely to
be of second- to third-century date.

HAMPSHIRE

(27) Owslebury (HAMP-F92224) (FIG. 27).123 An elaborate cast copper-alloy first-century A.D.
strap fitting; the female part of a ‘bar-and-keyhole’ strap fastener from a harness. The object is
48 mm long, 12.9 mm wide, 7.6 mm thick and weighs 13.8 g. It has two connected parts, a
thick bar and a keyhole-shaped fitting. The bar was attached to a strap by way of two rivets
located towards each end of the underside of the fitting. It is squared off at the stepped end that
accommodates the ‘keyhole’ element through a rectangular slot. The opposite end is broken,
though some curvilinear decoration survives. Silver plating survives on most of this decorated
area. The main part of the keyhole fitting is open to allow the passage of the strap. From a
rectangular block at the base of the open element a rod travels through the slot in the bar so
that the fitting can hinge.

A number of such fasteners have been published, but only one example, from Twyford and
Thorpe, Leics., has been traced on the PAS database (LEIC-0017E1).124 Other strap fittings are
represented by numerous examples.125

FIG. 26. Downton, brooch in the form of a running wild boar (No. 26). Scale 1:1. (Photo: K. Hinds; © K. Hinds and
Salisbury and South Wiltshire Museum)

120 Worrell, op. cit. (note 116), 366–7.
121 S. Worrell, ‘Roman Britain in 2005. II. Finds reported under the Portable Antiquities Scheme’, Britannia 37 (2006),

465, no. 37, with further references.
122 Feugère, op. cit. (note 72), 383–7, 404, fig. 59.
123 Found by O. Emmans. Identified and recorded by R. Webley.
124 R. Jackson, Camerton. The Late Iron Age and Early Roman Metalwork (1990), 36, ref. 67; Bishop and Coulston, op.

cit. (note 27), 106; Chapman, op. cit. (note 94), 136, Te04; I. Jenkins, ‘A group of silvered-bronze horse-trappings from
Xanten (Castra Vetera)’, Britannia 16 (1985), 150, fig. 14.

125 Worrell and Pearce, op. cit. (note 3), 384–6.
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ISLE OF WIGHT

(28) Shalfleet (IOW-1D56E0) (FIG. 28).126 A corroded and incomplete early Roman cast
copper-alloy vessel escutcheon from a Rose Ash type bowl (c. A.D. 50–75), with traces of a
dark greenish brown patina. It is 18.2 mm long, 16.8 mm wide and 12.1 mm thick. The object
is circular in plan and has an off-centre circular ‘hour-glass’ aperture. The moulded outer face
has two lips, two rectangular cells and a V-shaped cell which contains traces of red glass. A
small break has occurred across the integral rivet which is circular in cross-section. The
ring-handle of the bowl would have passed through the perforation and the rivet would have
been attached to the bowl’s upper wall. The inside of the aperture is smooth and the break on
the rivet is abraded. There are similar examples from Langstone, Newport, still attached to the
bowl, and White Castle, Llantilio Crosseny, Mons., as well as from Hod Hill, Dorset.127 The
decoration echoes the lipped links on bridle bits of Polden Hill sub-type.128

FIG. 27. Owslebury, the female part of a ‘bar-and-keyhole’ strap-fastener (No. 27). Scale 1:1. (Photo: R. Webley;
© R. Webley and Winchester Museums Service)

FIG. 28. Shalfleet, vessel escutcheon of Rose Hill type bowl (No. 28). Scale 1:1. (Photo: F. Basford; © F. Basford)

126 Found by S. O’Brien. Identified by A. Gwilt and F. Basford. Recorded by F. Basford.
127 A. Gwilt, pers. comm.; I. Richmond, Hod Hill. Vol. 2. Excavations Carried Out Between 1951 and 1958 (1968), 114,

no. 28, fig. 57.
128 J.W. Brailsford, ‘The Polden Hill hoard, Somerset’, Proceedings of the Prehistoric Society 41 (1975), 222–34.

SALLY WORRELL AND JOHN PEARCE30



DORSET

(29) Spetisbury (DOR-B43092; 2012 T840) (FIG. 29).129 A silver finger-ring 31.9 mm long, 19.3
mm wide and 12.4 mm high, weighing 7.2 g. The bezel is octagonal and contains a denarius of
Elagabalus (A.D. 218–22) with the obverse uppermost. The coin is held in place by the folded
edges of the bezel. The hoop, quite thick with a D-section, has flaring shoulders where it meets
the bezel. Each shoulder is decorated with deeply incised triangular notches. The band has been
bent and torn so that it is no longer attached to the bezel and at the back of the bezel a tear
reveals a small part of the reverse of the coin. The coin’s obverse carries the legend IMP
ANTONIN[VS PIVS] AVG, with a bust facing right, laureate, and draped. What is visible of
the reverse shows a laureate figure advancing left. Two similar bezels (without the bands
surviving) were recorded by the PAS from Ulceby, Lincs. (Julia Maesa) (LIN-A8E677) and
Chirton, Wilts. (Plautilla) (WILT-B0C652). The setting of coins within jewellery is not
commonly documented in Britain and known examples are predominantly in gold.130

(30) Bradford Abbas (DOR-29D957; 2012 T691) (FIG. 30).131 An oval box bezel from a
fourth-century gold finger-ring, not quite circular, measuring 16.2 by 17.3 mm, 4.95 mm thick
and weighing 1.5 g, and a little distorted, with the remainder of the ring lost. The backing plate
and walls of the bezel are formed of a single sheet of gold. Within it is another thin sheet of
gold decorated in repoussé with a dextrarum iunctio motif, i.e. a pair of clasped hands,
surrounded by a beaded border. It is kept in place by a loose, chamfered band which extends
around the inside of the bezel and is not fixed to its walls. A twisted gold wire surrounds the
outside of the cell, approximately a third of the way up the walls. A short remnant of plain
wire below this suggests that other decoration has not survived. This is very similar to two

FIG. 29. Spetisbury, silver finger-ring with bezel containing denarius (No. 29). Scale 1:1. (Photo: C. Hayward
Trevarthen; © Somerset County Council)

129 Found by R. Tideman. Identified by C. Haywood Trevarthen.
130 Johns, op. cit. (note 78), 58.
131 Found by I. James. Identified by B. Crerar. Recorded by C. Hayward Trevarthen.
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dextrarum iunctio rings in the British Museum collections from Richborough and the Thetford
Treasure. The motif is also reproduced in other media in the province, for example on gems
and medallions.132

SURREY

(31) Cranleigh (SUR-0BA197) (FIG. 31).133 A guard or hilt component from a late Iron Age or
Roman sword or dagger of Piggott Group IVB. The object is 54 mm long, 27.2 mm wide,
18.3 mm thick and weighs 33.5 g. A groove runs all the way around the guard above the
junction with the blade. The object retains slight traces of niello lines on the edges and on the
collar. Part of the tang and blade junction survives within; the surviving tang measures 18.6
mm by c. 8 mm and the blade measures 36.2 mm by 6.7 mm.

The closest parallels are an example from Newstead and a piece of unknown provenance in
Perth museum.134 Manning has shown that there is good evidence for at least some of these
hilt guards having been used on swords of Roman type.135 Other examples are known from
Castlehill, Dalry, Ayrshire; Boroughbridge, N Yorks. (DUR-05EFC7); Whittington, Northumbd
(NCL-1CABE7), and Llandow, Vale of Glamorgan (NMGW-9D6CA5).136

KENT

(32) Petham (KENT-7D72A7) (FIG. 32).137 A copper-alloy balsamarium decorated with relief
scenes of a Bacchic thiasos comprising a satyr and three human figures. The object is 50 mm
in height, has a maximum diameter of 42 mm and weighs 74.6 g. Damage has caused the loss
of the lower limbs of one figure. The body of the vessel has an ovoid form, truncated at either
end where the separately cast foot and the lid are missing, and a smooth interior. The surface
detail is a little blurred by wear, especially on areas of higher relief, but is otherwise in very
good condition with a well-preserved green patina.

Where it joined the neck the vessel is ringed with an egg-and-dart like motif. The frieze of
figures is described, starting with a satyr, in an anti-clockwise direction. The satyr is shown

FIG. 30. Bradford Abbas, oval bezel in gold with dextrarum iunctio motif (No. 30). Scale 2:1. (Photo: C. Hayward
Trevarthen; © Somerset County Council)

132 Johns, op. cit. (note 78), 63, fig. 3.25, 84, 107.
133 Found by C. Theobald. Identified and recorded by D. Williams.
134 M. MacGregor, Early Celtic Art in North Britain (1976), 159, no. 152.
135 W.H. Manning, Catalogue of the Romano-British Iron Tools, Fittings and Weapons in the British Museum (1985),

149–51.
136 MacGregor, op. cit. (note 134), no. 142. The Roman arms and armour reported to the PAS are summarised by

Worrell and Pearce, op. cit. (note 3), 374–5.
137 Found by S. Girardot. Identified by M. Henig. Recorded by A. Richardson and J. Pearce.
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moving to his right, but with head and body twisted back towards the preceding figure. Damage to
the vessel has removed much of the patina on the torso. His right hand is raised palm upwards
above his head, and he holds an amphora of generic form and a cloak or skin in the crook of
his left arm. His short horns, set close together, rise vertically from his forehead. Separated
from the satyr by a thyrsus, the following musician with arched back and puffed cheeks blows
a horn and pipe and is naked except for a garment knotted at the waist, below which a tear to
the vessel body has removed most of the legs. The tree which separates this from the next
figure has two main branches rising from its trunk, one shorter with a bud in the process of
opening and the other fully flowered, and one longer branch with four shoots which terminate
in buds or fruits at different stages of maturity from sealed to fully open. To the right of the
tree is a standing youth with his back to the viewer. His head, crowned by a thick cap of
tousled hair, is twisted to his right towards the figure behind him. His left hand supports the
base of a large bell-shaped krater placed on his left shoulder, while the right hand raised high
grips its beaded rim.138 The body of the krater is girded with an ivy(?) garland; a handle is
visible near its base. Separating the youth from a second musician is another thyrsus. The
musician, naked except for an animal skin knotted at the waist and with the tail dangling
between his legs, plays a pair of pipes held high. He also appears to wear an animal skin on
his head. Separating him from the satyr is another tree, its branches and shoots also ending in
buds at various phases of development.

The anatomical detail and surface texture of the figures — including the bristling shanks of the
satyr, for example, as well as the coiffures and details of cloaks and skins — are all rendered with

FIG. 31. Cranleigh, guard or hilt component from sword or dagger (No. 31). Scale 1:1. (Photo: D. Williams; ©
D. Williams)

138 For an example from the House of Julius Polybius at Pompeii, see P. Roberts, Life and Death in Pompeii and
Herculaneum (2013), 113, fig. 118.
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care. The exertion of simultaneous forward motion while twisting back and playing instruments or
carrying loads is well conveyed by tensed muscles and distended cheeks. The hands are less
successfully rendered, with fingers and thumbs being oversized and clumsily configured. The
backward glances of the satyr and the youth carrying the krater towards the figures that follow
divide the group into two pairs, each comprising a bearer of wine and a musician. At the top
and base of the vessel, the arms and legs of each pair converge to frame the thyrsus, especially
the capping pine cone which its disproportionate size renders the most prominent feature of the
frieze.

The vessel form is paralleled by other copper-alloy balsamaria, of which the few known
examples of this type are dated on grounds of limited contextual evidence to the third century

FIG. 32. Petham, balsamarium decorated with relief scene (No. 32). Scale 1.25:1. (Photo: A. Savage; © Canterbury
Archaeological Trust Ltd)
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A.D.139 The decoration lacks a specific parallel, but is consistent with the preference on objects of
this type for scenes that reference directly or allusively the pleasure of the symposium. Other
Dionysiac scenes include thiasoi featuring the drunken Hercules and satyrs.140

Few examples of objects of this type are known from Roman Britain, either with relief or other
decoration.141 Most of the vessels of this type, where the findspot is known, come from grave
contexts, both in Britain (Corbridge, Bayford (Kent), Nun’s Bridge (Cambs.)) and on the
Continent.142 The findspot for the Petham vessel, a few hundred metres west of Stone Street,
close to a possible villa and late Iron Age and Roman cemeteries, suggests that it too may have
been deposited as a grave good. A funerary context allows a potential eschatological reading of
the vessel’s symbolism, both images of thiasos and of abundant vegetation evoking the blissful
afterlife and the powers of regeneration attributed to the god whose followers are depicted.

(33) Teston (KENT-0542E1) (FIG. 33).143 An enamelled disc brooch of probable second-century
A.D. date, probably in an alloy of tin rather than copper. The brooch is circular with a rectangular
section and is 29.1 mm in diameter, 1.7 mm thick and weighs 6.8 g. The disc has a large opening
in the centre, and twelve rounded projections surviving around its rim with the remains of four
more missing. The disc carries two concentric circles of enamel decoration. The outer has
nineteen small panels of fine millefiori glass, with space for five more which are now lost.
Each contains an eight-petal blue rosette with a red dot in its centre on a white background.
The inner register appears to be filled with a single colour, which is now degraded. The reverse
is undecorated. The head of the complete pin, 23.4 mm long, is hinged between two
sub-rectangular lugs. Its catchplate projects from beneath the brooch. Hattatt records another
example with an open centre.144 The ring form is rare and it is difficult to find close parallels
for the detailed design of this brooch, but it is likely to be related to the series of disc brooches
with concentric rings of complex millefiori or blocks of enamel probably made on the
Continent.145 Similar decoration is also found on other objects, for example the seal-box from

FIG. 33. Teston, enamelled disc brooch with millefiori glass inlay (No. 33). Scale 1:1. (Photo: J. Jackson;
© J. Jackson)

139 C. Braun, Römische Bronzebalsamarien mit Reliefdekor, BAR International Series S917 (2001), 5–8.
140 ibid., 52–4; for thiasoi, see catalogue nos 35 (123–6), 49 (135–6) and 51 (136, no image).
141 ibid.; L. Allason-Jones, ‘Enamelled flask from Catterick Bypass (site 433)’, in P.R. Wilson (ed.), Cataractonium:

Roman Catterick and its Hinterland. Excavations and Research, 1958–1997, Part II (2002), 78–80.
142 Braun, op. cit. (note 139), 36–9.
143 Found by K. Clark. Identified and recorded by R. Jackson and S. Worrell.
144 R. Hattatt, Brooches of Antiquity (1987), 176, no. 1057.
145 E. Riha, Die römischen Fibeln aus Augst und Kaiseraugst: die Neufunde seit 1975, Forschungen in Augst 18 (1994),

161–2, e.g. nos 2831–2, Taf. 42; E. Ettlinger, Die römischen Fibeln in der Schweiz (1979), 123, no. 16, Taf. 14; J. Bayley
and S. Butcher, Roman Brooches from Britain: A Technological and Typological Study based on the Richborough
Collection, Reports of the Research Committee of the Society of Antiquaries of London 68 (2004), 129, 369.
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Wood Burcote (No. 14 above) and a number of discs and studs recorded by the Portable
Antiquities Scheme.146
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146 e.g. a harness stud, Glanton, Northumberland (NCL-A38DF3); Worrell and Pearce, op. cit. (note 3), 361–2, no. 4
with references.
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